Best Practice

Low-maintenance Lawn

Conventional turfgrass lawn is not native to Ontario. It can be
expensive to maintain, requires frequent mowing and watering and
can attract unwanted wildlife, like grubs and geese, to corporate
properties. Unlike conventional turfgrass, low-maintenance
lawns, such as ecological lawns and tapestry lawns, require little
maintenance and provide benefits to your property and the
environment.

What is it?
Ecological lawns are typically a blend of fescue grasses that grow about 15 centimetres tall with
fine bluish blades. They look like turfgrass but require less frequent mowing, and they’re drought
tolerant. Tapestry lawns are a patchwork of low growing species, like native Silver Cinquefoil and
Wild Strawberry, that thrive when kept short (four centimetres). They create a colourful tapestry as
the flowers bloom throughout the season.

What about synthetics?
Synthetic lawn is made from petrochemicals and crumb rubber that break down over time leaving
residue on footwear and skin. On hot days, it can melt shoes, and it does not provide benefits to
the environment, such as water infiltration or wildlife habitat. While you don’t have to mow it, you
do have to vacuum it to remove debris.

Why make the switch?
• Reduce conventional lawn care costs associated with watering, mowing and fertilizing
• Create aesthetically-pleasing and vibrant landscapes
• Increase infiltration of stormwater and reduce flood risk
• Create habitat that supports local plants, pollinators and birds
•

Start now. Create no-mow zones you can enhance with native trees, shrubs and wildflowers. Mow a
You can find fescue lawns sold as seed at most nurseries and hardware stores and as sod from sod
farms. Or connect with us and we’ll help you create a no-mow plan for your property. Send us an
email at gcg@cvc.ca.
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