Appendix A: Belfountain Dam and Headpond Class Environmental Assessment Objectives
CVC has established seven (7) guiding objectives for the Class Environmental Assessment for the
Belfountain Dam and Headpond:
Objective #1: Maintain a Fisheries Barrier - Maintain a barrier between upstream brook trout and
downstream non-native and invasive species.
Objective #2: Reduce/minimize risk to visitors, staff, affected property and downstream dams
Objective #3: Maintain or improve the visitor experience - Maintain the high quality visitor
experience that the public expects when they visit Belfountain Conservation Area.
Objective #4: Conserve and enhance cultural heritage attributes - Maintain and improve the
cultural heritage attributes that are representative of Belfountain Conservation Area’s history as
a rare example of an early 20th century park.
Objective #5: Promote natural stream function - Maintain and improve the natural function of the
West Credit River and its ecosystem.
Objective #6: Strive for long-term sustainability including economic viability - Maintain or
improve BCA’s ability to function as an active conservation area within CVC’s Core 10
Conservation Area System and as part of the Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System
with the resources currently available.
Objective #7: Conserve and enhance natural heritage attributes - Contribute to the form and
function of the Study Area as well as nearby natural heritage features by maintaining or
enhancing the cover of natural area.
These objectives will be considered in the development and evaluation of management
alternatives. The Preferred Alternative will ultimately be required to meet the stated objectives.

Appendix B: Belfountain Complex Management Plan: Strategic Directions Stage One Survey Results
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Belfountain Complex Management Plan

Public Consultation Session 1
Wednesday, December 3rd, 2014
Part 1 – Drop-in and Poster Review (1:00-6:00pm)
Part 2 – Facilitated Discussion (6:30-8:30pm)
Cheltenham Community Centre
14190 Creditview Road
Cheltenham, ON

Meeting Overview
On Wednesday, December 3, 2014 approximately 24 people attended the afternoon drop-in and poster
review, and 30 people participated in the evening session of the first public consultation for the
Belfountain Complex Management Plan. The purpose of the meeting was to present and seek feedback
on proposed projects and preliminary recommendations that CVC has developed to address the
Management Plan’s objectives. The input received through this first public consultation session will be
used to inform the development of draft concept plans and detailed drawings. These draft plans and
drawings will be brought forward for public feedback at a second public consultation session in 2015.
This summary is organized into 4 parts that reflect the meeting structure and main areas of discussion:
(1) Welcoming Remarks, (2) Questions of Clarification, (3) Detailed Feedback, (4) Closing Remarks and
Next Steps. The meeting agenda is attached to the summary as Attachment A and feedback provided by
participants via worksheet is included in Attachment B.
This summary was written by Yulia Pak and Alex Heath of Swerhun Facilitation. It is not intended to
provide a verbatim transcript; rather it reflects key feedback received during the meeting.

Key Themes
The following points reflect the key themes that emerged through participants’ questions and
comments. These points are intended to be read in concert with the more detailed feedback that
follows in the remainder of the report. Note that these key themes are numbered for reference only.
1. Many participants felt that the current level of visitors at the Belfountain Complex was creating
impacts on the Hamlet of Belfountain and other nearby residential communities.
2. Many participants had suggestions on how the management plan and other ongoing planning
processes being undertaken by other agencies/governments (e.g. the Region of Peel, the Town of
Caledon) could address these impacts.
3. Some participants suggested that the vision and objectives could be strengthened, including a
suggestion that there should be an objective on how the Complex relates to the Hamlet of
Belfountain.
4. Several participants stated that they were in agreement with many of the project areas and had
suggestions on how some of the project areas and proposed projects could be refined.
5. Several participants suggested that future public consultation sessions be held in the Hamlet of
Belfountain.
6. Several participants suggested that background and meeting materials be posted to the
Belfountain Complex Management Plan website.
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1. Welcoming Remarks
Deborah Martin-Downs, Chief Administrative Officer, Credit Valley Conservation Authority (CVC), kicked
off the meeting by welcoming participants and thanking them for attending the meeting. Highlights of
the welcoming remarks include:
•

•

CVC is the operator of the Belfountain Complex. We’ve embarked on a management planning
process and tonight you will hear why there is a need to undertake this process. We would also like
to discuss with you how this process could be integrated with what’s happening in the community
more broadly, and how we should plan for the future.
We need your candor about what works and what doesn’t and we encourage you to provide your
feedback and continue to be a part of this process.

2. Questions of Clarification
Following Deborah’s welcoming remarks, Laura McDonald, Conservation Lands Planner, CVC provided
an overview presentation on the purpose of the management plan, proposed projects and preliminary
recommendations. Participants were asked to complete a survey regarding the proposed projects
during the presentation (feedback from completed surveys is summarized in Section 3 and included in
full in Attachment B). After the presentation participants asked the following questions of clarification.
The answers from CVC staff are recorded in italics. Note that in some cases, similar questions have been
grouped together.
•

•

•

•

Has an Environmental Assessment already been done on the dam/pond? Are you planning on
removing the dam? There was a study undertaken in 2003 on the future of the dam and that was
put on hold. We will be starting an Environmental Assessment in 2015 and it will have its own
consultation process. Under the Environmental Assessment process, removal of the dam could be
one of the alternatives considered. The selection of an alternative will be guided by the objectives of
the Environmental Assessment. There are many objectives that would be met by keeping the dam,
such as keeping the upstream fishery separate from the downstream fishery.
Is the purpose of the management plan to encourage more people to visit the Complex? Are you
looking to increase your revenue? Having more people visit the park is not an objective of the
management plan. What we want to do is improve the current visitor experience. Increasing revenue
is also not an objective of the plan. CVC relies on steady visitation to the conservation area to help
fund maintenance and operations, however, and opportunities for sustainable revenue generation
may be explored. This may include encouraging visitation at off-peak times.
Does CVC think the Complex can handle more people? We don’t know if usage will increase over
the near to long term, but even if it doesn’t increase, it is still necessary to complete a management
plan to efficiently use resources in making needed repairs to Complex infrastructure. CVC is
interested in encouraging steady, balanced visitation, for example, by encouraging visitation during
off-peak periods by:
o developing incentives and programming to boost weekday visitation,
o developing winter programming options,
o developing shoulder season incentives.
How much will the proposed project cost? We are still in the early phases of the management
planning process, but very preliminary cost estimates for the projects proposed in the management
plan, as well as the final solution for the Belfountain Dam and Headpond (which will be decided
through the Environmental Assessment in 2015), will be around $3 million. We won’t know the final
number until the details for each project, including the solution for the dam, are determined. CVC has
a great deal more work to do, including further studies, preliminary site planning, individual project
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concept designs, further community consultation, and preparation of final project designs, before
final figures will be available.
•

•

•
•
•

What is being done to accommodate busses? One of the options being explored is instituting a
shuttle bus that would carry visitors between different CVC properties and/or other nearby
attractions. This would allow visitors to park at a larger conservation area or park and take the
shuttle bus to the Belfountain Complex. The proposed bus turnaround area is for these shuttle busses
and not for tour busses.
Have heritage studies been completed – both for cultural and archeological heritage? A
comprehensive cultural heritage study was commissioned by CVC in 2013. A summary of this
information is available in the background report (which will be posted to the Belfountain Complex
Management Plan website). Archeological studies will be conducted if construction is required,
when and if applicable.
What is the status of the land transfer in the area of the entrance and parking lot? Work is
underway to finalize the transfer of the unopened road right-of-ways to CVC from the Town of
Caledon.
Where is the sewage treatment system located? The sewage treatment system is located
underneath the grassed area to the right of the entrance to the Complex. The system is nearing the
end of its lifespan and requires replacement, preferably with a newer, more compact technology.
Is the proposed visitor centre envisioned to function as a community centre? It’s primary purpose
will be to serve as a visitor centre. It will feature a small office for CVC staff and it could have a room
for community meeting space.

3. Detailed Feedback
The feedback below was shared by participants both verbally, following the questions of clarification,
and through surveys that were supplied by the CVC at the consultation meeting.
•

•

•

Many participants felt that the current level of visitors at the Belfountain Complex was creating
impacts on the Hamlet of Belfountain and other nearby residential communities. They wanted to
ensure that the management plan would either ameliorate these impacts and/or not exacerbate
them. Some were concerned about the Town of Caledon’s position on tourism and felt that there
was a big push to encourage more people to visit the area. Some were also concerned including
meeting space in the visitor centre and potentially hosting events there would lead to a higher level
of visitation, necessitating more space for parking and a greater number of washrooms within the
Complex.
Many participants had suggestions on how the management plan and other ongoing planning
processes being undertaken by other agencies/governments (e.g. the Region of Peel, the Town of
Caledon) could address these impacts, including:
o Ensure that all planning processes have open and inclusive consultation processes;
o Undertaking a social impact study to assess potential impacts on adjacent communities;
o Assessing the level of residential development going on to the south of the Complex to better
understand how this may exacerbate traffic issues on local roads;
o Make the Hamlet of Belfountain a walk-in community where people park on the perimeter of
the community and walk in to the Hamlet. This is already done during the Salamander Festival
and is done in many villages in the United Kingdom and Italy. It could also be done only during
peak periods and only for visitors so that local traffic can still use the roads.
Some participants suggested that the vision and objectives could be strengthened, including a
suggestion that there should be an objective on how the Complex relates to the Hamlet of
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•

•

•

Belfountain. A few participants questioned the purpose of the management plan, stating that they
though there was something going on ‘behind the scenes’. They felt that the vision statement was
vague and had no connection to the proposed projects.
Several participants stated that they were in agreement with many of the project areas and had
suggestions on how some of the project areas and proposed projects could be refined, including:
o One participant suggested increasing the educational profile of the park so that visitors leave
with a greater appreciation and a desire to maintain the Complex’s features. Another participant
felt increasing the profile of the Complex may lead to more visitors and that visitor experience
of the park would be enhanced by limiting overall attendance;
o It was suggested that the pond should be included in the heritage area as it is culturally
significant;
o It was suggested that references to ‘Edwardian style’ should be changed to ‘Rustic style’ as this
is more in keeping with the original purpose of the Complex to link the urban to the rural (this
participant cited parks designed by Fredrick Law Olmstead as an example of the style found at
the Complex).
o It was suggested that with the new infrastructure that would be going into the Complex, efforts
should be undertaken to discourage vandalism, which has been a problem in the past.
Several participants suggested that future public consultation sessions be held in the Hamlet of
Belfountain. They felt that holding the first session in Cheltenham may have discouraged some of
the residents of Belfountain from attending and suggested that future meetings could be held at the
school. The project team noted that they look at holding future meetings in Belfountain, and had
attempted to find a suitable space in Belfountain for the first public consultation session.
Several participants suggested that background and meeting materials be posted to the
Belfountain Complex Management Plan website, including:
o The Background Report;
o The Strategic Directions Report parts 1 and 2;
o The presentation and display panels from the public consultation session;
o Images of the Complex.

4. Closing Remarks & Next Steps
Deborah Martin-Downs thanked all participants for their feedback and asked that they continue to be
involved in the consultation process as it proceeds. Alex Heath, Swerhun Facilitation, let participants
know that the meeting summary will be distributed in draft to participants before being finalized. The
final summary will be posted on the CVC website.
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Attachment A. Meeting Agenda
1:00pm

Drop-in and Poster Review

6:00

Break

6:30

Welcome to Facilitated Discussion
Deborah Martin-Downs, Chief Administrative Officer, Credit Valley Conservation

6:35

Introductions and Agenda Review
Alex Heath, Facilitator, Swerhun Facilitation

6:45

Overview Presentation
Laura McDonald, Conservation Lands Planner, Credit Valley Conservation
Questions of Clarification

7:25

Small Table Discussion
Focus Questions
1. Which proposed projects do you like best and why?
2. Do you have any concerns about any of the proposed projects? Do you have any
suggestions on how these proposed projects could be refined to address your
concerns?

7:50

Plenary Report Back

8:20

Wrap Up and Next Steps

8:30

Adjourn
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Attachment B. Feedback from Surveys
Survey #1
th
Early 20 Century Park Design and Style
• I think CVC has done a great job looking at projects.
Project Area #1: Visitor Welcome Centre
• Why not put the picnic area over the grassy septic bed and make more parking spaces on the new picnic
area, either the lower one or upper one.
Project Area #1: Parking Area Redesign
• See comments on other page. Use septic grass as picnic area and parking on proposed picnic area.
Project Area #5: Cultural Heritage Area – Maintenance and Landscaping
• You need to include the pond as it is culturally significant.
Survey #2
th
Early 20 Century Park Design and Style
• Strengths and Opportunities – Opportunity for public education re: conservation and garbage.
• History of quarries with examples of cut limestone as ‘landscape sculptures’.
Project Area #1: Visitor Welcome Centre
• Strengths and Opportunities – education, conservation, environmental protection.
• Threats and Weaknesses – Overcrowding.
Project Area #1: Parking Area Redesign
• Environmentally friendly.
Project Area #2: Picnic Pavilion
• Pavilion – events, wedding parties, after hours.
Project Area #4: Pumphouse Redesign
• Strong Agreement with proposed projects.
• Education signage about carry out your garbage.
Project Area #5: Cultural Heritage Area – Maintenance and Landscaping
• Agreement with proposed projects.
• Needs maintenance.
Project Area #6: Trail System
• Strong Agreement with proposed projects.
• Threats and Weaknesses – Gorge.
Project Area #7: Restoration Plan
• Strong agreement with proposed projects.
• Concern about invasive species.
Survey #3
th
Early 20 Century Park Design and Style
• Agreement with proposed projects.
• Less is more – minimal, effective change. Maintaining a simple park!
Project Area #2: Picnic Pavilion
• ‘Rural’ not ‘city’.
Project Area #2 & 3: Redesigned Picnic Area
• Simple is best.
Project Area #4: Pumphouse Redesign
• Minor changes can be a benefit.
Project Area #5: Cultural Heritage Area – Maintenance and Landscaping
• Maintenance of existing features would honour what is already present and the investment already
made.
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Survey #4
th
Early 20 Century Park Design and Style
• Strong disagreement with proposed projects.
• Threats and weaknesses – Wally World of conservation.
Project Area #1: Visitor Welcome Centre
• Disagreement with proposed projects.
• Threats and weaknesses – park not a vehicle for CVC education.
Project Area #1: Parking Area Redesign
• Neutral towards proposed projects.
• Threats and weaknesses – busses?
• Improved parking is always good.
Project Area #2: Picnic Pavilion
• Neutral towards proposed projects.
• Strengths and Opportunities – Better, uniform equipment, covered pavilion.
• Threats and weaknesses – Picnics do not need to be organized by CVC.
• First come, first serve.
Project Area #2 & 3: Redesigned Picnic Area
• Neutral towards proposed projects.
• Same as picnic area 1.
Project Area #4: Pumphouse Redesign
• Disagreement with proposed projects.
• Strengths and opportunities – washroom fine.
• Do not include an information hub, more signage or interpretation.
Project Area #5: Cultural Heritage Area – Maintenance and Landscaping
• Strong agreement with proposed projects.
• Maintain structures in good condition.
Project Area #7: Restoration Plan
• Neutral towards proposed projects.
• Minimum interference, natural is natural.
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Appendix D - Comment Disposition Table

Stakeholder Advisory
Committee

Technical
Steering
Committee

CVC Staff Open
House

Public
Informaiton
Centre

Email, Meeting or Report Section/ Area of
Other
Interest

Notes

Area Integrated (if applicable)

UID

Comments Received

1

1. In our opinion, it seems premature to identify proposed projects in the first stage of the Strategic Directions Report, given that the vision, goal and objectives,
and zoning haven’t been approved. We recommend that concept planning be completed during phase 2 of the Strategic Directions report and that Phase 1 focus
more on constraints and establishment of zones.

General

Noted. The purpose of including concepts plans in the Phase I report was as a means to see the
"strategic directives come to life" and encourage comments at an early stage. The SDR - Phase II will
include visuals and concept plans from a landscape architect

2

2. It is not clear how the zones were selected. Recognizing that there may be conflicting desires (i.e. protection of important ecological features and functions vs
protection of important cultural heritage features vs recreation vs appreciation), we believe that there is a clear and transparent methodology for identifying the
zones. In our opinion the zoning has not clearly addressed the natural hazards and significant natural heritage features. One method to address this issue would
be to start with the most restrictive zone that an area should be classified and then if there is a desire to down-zone that area then it could be rationalized. For
example, if an area contains habitat for Species at Risk it should be zoned Nature Reserve; however, if this area contains an existing trail that is determined to
remain then the area would be down zoned to Natural Heritage Conservation Zone.

Zones

CVC's methodology for identifying zones is based on the management priority for the protection of
natural and cultural features, exisiting uses and recreational activities as well as potential pressures
on those values. The framework for zoning will be updated to reflect CVC's method for zoning.

Zone Framework

3

3. The size of the zones does not appear to be consistent. The development zones appear to relatively small compared to the Natural Heritage Conservation
Zone. In our opinion there are areas of the Natural Heritage Conservation Zone that meet the criteria of Nature Reserve that are similar if not larger than the
development zones and therefore should be up zoned.

General

The size of the different zones does not have to be uniform. Zones provide guidance on the
management need of an area (e.g. hazard tree ma nagement may be necessary up to 50m+ off of
the trail). In addition, identifying small zone areas of nature reserve may draw unescessary attention
to these areas.

Zone Framework

4

4. The boundaries of the Zones is not clear therefore, it is difficult for planning to sign off on the zoning. For example, the access zone is on/adjacent to the valley
slope. CVC planning would not support new development on the valley slope. Clarification is needed on how we are addressing boundaries of the zones.

General

Zoning is based on management needs of the area; in this instance, the existing road is identified as
Access-Development because of its existing function and management need. Zoning is still
considered draft; we will be incorporating comments received through this review process.

Zone Framework

5

5. The Belfountain Dam is undergoing an environmental assessment. It is not clear how that process will affect the Management plan. There should be a specific
section that discusses this project.

General

Noted. The EA has not commenced and there is a lack of clarity on all of the potential impacts.

6

6. Generally the report appears weighted towards improving visitor experience and updating infrastructure, without sufficient consideration of natural heritage
concerns. We recommend additional consultation with Natural Heritage and planning to ensure that environmental concerns are being appropriately addressed.

General

Noted. Broad recommendations received to date have been incorporated; more specific
recommendations will be incorporated and sought during the site design phase, when we start to
get a better idea of how natural heritage comments can be incorporated into detailed design.

7

1. Phase 1 report indicates that it is built off recommendations outlined in the background report, however the specific recommendations are not referenced. It
would be helpful to have them explicitly identified to be able to more clearly tie the background report to the strategic directions report.

General

Recommendations were provided at different levels of detail within the Background Report (from
staff technical reports) so were not carried specifically carried through (i.e. assigned a tracking
number). Recommendations, as they appear in this report, are the STrategic Directives. - assigning a
code for each recommendation is a carry forward action

8

2. Recommend including federal policy under section 2.1 – Policy Constraints (e.g. Fisheries Act, Migratory Birds Convention Act).

2.1

Noted. This section was meant to be very brief - detail is located in the Background Report

9

3. Recommend revising the order of Section 2.1. Provincial Legislation and Plans, Municipal Plans and Policies, CVC Strategies and Policies.

2.1

Noted.

10

4. McCurdy Parcel is not identified on Map 1. Larger Figures would be beneficial.

Map 1

The McCurdy Parcel is within BCA and on the map.

11

5. Not clear if Cox property is owned by OHT.
6. Recommend including natural heritage information in section 3.0 (Belfountain Complex Overview). Currently there is none. There are also no natural heritage
challenges identified in section 3.1.

General

The Cox Property is owned and managed by CVC.
Noted. Point 3 identifies NH challenge. NH description is identified in depth in the Background
Report.

12

3

13

7. Recommend including the protection, conservation and/or restoration of natural heritage features under Section 3.1 (Belfountain Complex challenges).

14

8. The first 2 objectives outlined on page 16 are not in line with the vision and goal for the property. The vision and goal talk about protection of natural and
cultural heritage features, whereas the idea of protection isn’t carried through to the objectives. The objectives speak to conservation, not protection.

Objective 2

Noted. 'Conserve' to be updated to 'Protect'

15

9. Objective 1 (Page 18) - The first outcome states that significant natural features and functions of the Complex are protected to remain viable for future
generations. This comes across as an anthropocentric view that natural areas should only be protected for human use. Recommend re-wording this outcome to
include language that speaks more protection of biodiversity, provision of wildlife habitat, contribution to natural heritage system, etc.

Objective 1

Wording aligns with other strategic documents and is meant to be short and easily understood.

Objective 1

Wording can be updated to clarify: Impacts to important natural features be avoided/minimized to
the extent possible through appropriate planning and site deign.

Guiding Statement

Objective 1

Wording will be updated to: Buffers around sensitive ecological features are maintained, and as
necessary established.

Guiding Statement

16

17
18

10. Objective 1 (page 18) – The second outcome states that important natural features affected by development are recognized through effective site design and
compensation plans. This sounds like we allow development that may impact important natural features. Although development may be permitted providing
there is adequate mitigation and compensation proposed, our preference is that development NOT impact natural features. This is also in line with the goals and
objectives of the property. Recommend re-wording to convey that impacts to natural features will be avoided/minimized to the extent possible through
appropriate planning and site design.
11. Objective 1 (page 18) – One of the strategic directives for the second outcome reads: Buffers around sensitive ecological features are maintained, and as
necessary developed. The intent of this is unclear; does this insinuate that development may occur in buffers if necessary? Or that if necessary buffers will be
established? Please clarify.
12. Objective 1 (page 18) – The 3rd outcome speaks to restoration initiatives, but there is no mention of the Credit River. High level wording should be included
that speaks to restoration of the Credit River and the on-line pond.

19

13. Not sure how we are addressing natural hazards in section 4.1

20

14. It is not clear how you address conflicts between Objectives (i.e. trails and infrastructure in significant natural areas)

21

22
23
24
25

15. Objective 4 (page 20) – we recommend that carrying capacity studies should be undertaken prior to approval of the management plan

16. SAR habitat has been identified in all project areas. Recommend providing high level discussion on what is being done to address/enhance/protect SAR
habitat.
17. The strategic directives for Objectives 1 and 2 are high level, whereas there is specific detail provided in Objectives 3, 4 and 5. Recommend a consistent high
level approach to the strategic directives, with specific detail provided at a later stage in the management plan process once the vision for the property and zoning
have been finalized.
18. Objective 5 reads “Provide sustainable recreation opportunities”. Recommend clarifying whether “sustainable” refers to environmental or financial
sustainability.
19. Provide map of zoning in the Strategic Plan and not just in an appendix.

3.1

Objective 1
4.1
Objectives

Objective 4

Project Areas
Objectives
Objective 5
Zones

20. Provide rationale for the zoning that is based on the natural heritage features and natural hazards that are present or absent. The criteria developed by NHP
should be used as guidelines in this process. This can be provided in an appendix.

Zones

27

21. Page 23 – Cox property discussion is not appropriate in this type of document. This discussion should take place prior to the writing of the report.

Zones

28
29
30
31

22. Page 24 - Further discussion is required with respect to Natural Heritage Appreciation
23. Page 24 – Access zone in Cox not on map. Not clear why it is needed
1. Policy considerations – CVC Regulations only leave out the detail.
2. Policy challenges need to include natural hazards and natural heritage features.
3. The project areas identify policy, (e.g. ESA, NEC) but don’t outline how the policies or natural features being protected affect operations. Recommend including
more detail on these constraints as they relate to balancing concept planning and habitat protection.

26

32

Zones
Zones
Project Areas
Project Areas
Project Areas

Bullet point 5 identifies broad environmental issues and degradation as a challenge.

SD reference restoration to the riparian area; restoraiton efforts in stream have not been proposed
(though they will likely be part of the Class EA)
Natural hazards will be addressed through the development of concept designs - where specific
locations, size and details of infrastructure will be identified
Through a balanced management plan: one objective does not have priority over the other; they will
be implemented in different ways
Carrying Capacity studies (Limit of Acceptable Change (LAC) studies) are multi-year projects that
identify how a property changes based on visitation and use. LAC studies determine a variety of
criteria that are measured for change (trail conditions, vegetation removal, number of unsanctioned
trails, are all common indicators, changes in the number/composition of species, invasive species).
This information is collected through the Lands Monitoring Program (LMP) and other programs to
identify areas that require maintenance or remeditation works. These parametres can be difficult to
monitor becuase changes in external factors, such as weather, unsanctioned activities, number of
staff, etc., can all have an impact. As such, LAC will continue to be monitored. The evaluation
portion of the management plan will outline a plan to formalize property condition monitoring
through the LMP.
Noted. This will be carried over to SDR-Phase II as the parametres of different projects are
determined.
The SD are based on comments received and applicable recommendations. Specific
recommendations for objectives 1 and 2 will be realized more thoroughly in the SDR-Phase II
Sustainable applies to both environmental and financial sustainability (as per outcomes and strategic
directives).
Noted
The criteria developed by NHP is used as a guiding document, but zoning is not determined on the
presence/absence of different specific features - it is determined by the overall management of an
area.
Noted. Cox Property will be identified as Natural Heritage Conservation.
Further discussion is located in Appendix 6.
Noted. This will be updated. Off road access will be maintained as such.
Noted
Challenges indicate what 'challenges' will be addressed in the different project areas
This will be discussed in more detail in Phase II and III, once the details of the different projects area
identified.

Guiding Statement

Class EA
General Design

Appendix D - Comment Disposition Table

UID
33
34
35
36
37

Comments Received
4. Project Area #1 - it is not clear where the tree removal is located.
5. In general the concept planning places emphasis on improving services, providing meaningful visitor experience and accommodating large groups, with no
emphasis on SAR protection, habitat protection, restoration, natural hazards concerns, etc. This is not in line with the proposed vision, goals and objectives of the
property.
6. Project area 2 (Upper picnic area) identifies erosion and root exposure that will be mitigated through boardwalk, decking, and/or landscaped gardens.
Restoration/naturalization efforts should also be included as a priority to mitigate impacts to the natural community.

Stakeholder Advisory
Committee

Technical
Steering
Committee

CVC Staff Open
House

Public
Informaiton
Centre

Email, Meeting or Report Section/ Area of
Other
Interest
Project Area 1

This will be discussed in more detail in Phase II and III, once the details of the different projects area
identified - it is not known if tree removal is even required at this time

Project Areas

This will be discussed in more detail in Phase II and III, once the details of the different projects area
identified.

Project Area 2

7. Project Area 2 (Upper picnic area) CVC planning has significant concerns with respect to cover picnic facility within the Area

Project Area 2

8. Riparian restoration should be considered as a higher priority for project area 3 (lower picnic area). Outline restoration targets for the project area.

Project Area 3

40

9. The report indicates that Project Area 4 will be designed to reflect the theme of an Early 20th Century Heritage Park. More detail on this proposal is required,
with consideration given to conservation of natural heritage features and how the replication of an early 20th century heritage park relates to the vision, goal and
objectives of the conservation area.
10. Project Area #4- CVC Planning may have serious concerns with respect to enlarging the existing Washroom. Although previously discussed no decision has
been made.
11. Project Area #4 – Upgraded bridge should meet CVC pedestrian Bridge guidelines

Project Area 4

41

12. Project Area #5 The findings of the Management Plan need to be incorporated into the EA document (i.e. pond is a visual distraction)

Project Area 5

38
39

42
43
44
45
46
47

13. Project Area #6 – Trail System. An evaluation of all trails on the property should be carried out to determine whether there are any environmental impacts
that can be avoided or mitigated through trail closure, re-route or re-design.
14. Project Area #6 – Trail System – recommend that this section also speak to the closure of unsanctioned trails.
15. Project Area #6 – Trail System – The report notes that the Optimum Route of the Bruce Trail is not supported “in this location”, however mapping has not
been provided to identify the proposed location. Recommend including mapping identifying where the Optimum Route was proposed in order to clearly identify
what is not being supported.
16. Project Area #6 – Trail System – Identify the location of the bypass route through the knoll. Provide high level discussion on environmental impacts/benefits
and not just benefits to visitors.
17. Project Area #6 – Trail System – Does any expansion of the trails system meet the criteria of the zoning.
18. Project Area #7 – Trail System – A Plan identifying trails by name should be included

48

19. Grammatical comment: The report seems to use the words “stage” and “phase” interchangeably, making it confusing to follow the process. E.g. the title of
the report is Strategic Directions Phase 1 draft, however the first paragraph of the report names it as the first stage of the Strategic Directions phase. In the 3rd
paragraph it is the Strategic Directions stage in the first sentence, and the Strategic Directions phase in the second sentence. In the conclusion it is noted that the
Strategic Directives phase is split into three stages. Also note that the conclusion section names titles for the stages that have not been mentioned elsewhere in
the document (i.e 1. Development of Directives, 2. Consultation and Detailed Design, 3. Decisions).

49

Change conserve to protect

Notes

Project Area 4
Project Area 4

This will be discussed in more detail in Phase II and III, once the details of the different projects area
identified.
Noted. This project has been reformatted to be incorporated into the visitor centre as well as a deck
area in the lower picnic area
This will be discussed in more detail in Phase II and III, once the location for the access area is
determined.

Area Integrated (if applicable)

General Design

This will be discussed in more detail in Phase II and III (sketches, etc). This directly relates to
objective 2 and objective 3.
Noted. RFP for Preliminary designs identifies various options for this (including not increasing the
footprint).
It will
Noted. Objectives for the EA will incorporate this (pond is a visual distraction; pond is also a feature
in a cultural heritage landscape)

Trail System

Noted. This has been undertaken and details will be included in later revisions of the report.

Trail System

Trail System

Noted. Will be included in the Trail Plan map.

Trail System

Trail System

Noted.

Trail System

Trail System

Noted. Trail is Identified on Trail System Map

Trail System
Trail System

Yes
Noted. Trail names are noted on the Trail System Map.

General

Noted. Will watch use of stage and phase in future reports. Titles and phases are located in the
overview at the beginning of the report "management planning process" and the documents
associated with each phase of the report.

Objective 1

Noted. 'Conserve' to be updated to 'Protect'

Objective 1

Directives are based on recommendations received to date. Some directives are more general in
nature in the Stage I report, but will be fleshed out in later reports through maps and design

Guiding Statement

50

A lot of these directives are quite general while directives for other objectives seem quite specific

51

Does this include fish habitat? If not, should include as a separate item?

Objective 1

Objective updated

Guiding Statement

52

Update Text

Objective 1

Third SD changed to: •Natural stream function and fish habitat is protectedpromoted and enhanced.

Guiding Statement

53

Is there a definition for development? What about traiuls?

Objective 1

54

Update Text

Objective 1

55

Update Text

Objective 1

General planning policy establishes that trails are considered development
Vegetation removal will be minimal. Where removal is necessary, compensation planting will be
required.
Buffers around sensitive ecological features are maintained, and as necessary, developed or
expanded.
Noted: Restoration initiatives protect and enhance significant and sensitive ecosystems across the
Complex.
An overview of the EA will be discussed in future management plan documents
Strategic Directive updated
Noted
Essential infrastructure, such as water lines, sewer, electricity, etc.
The presence of Species at Risk is not a criteria for zoning.

56

Switch order…protect before enhance (if the order of the words signifies priority)

Objective 1

57
58
59
60
61

Include reference to EA in this section?
Also include another point with regards to stream, wetland and terrestrial restoration?
Define features… don’t want people to misinterpreted…
What are essential services?
If there are Species at Risk, should they not be designated Nature Reserve?

Objective 1
Objective 1
Zones
Zones
Zones

62

This states that these features will be protected however, the dam may not be. Maybe reword? What about Stonecutters and the lower weir?

63

How does river health apply to policy considerations? Should CRFMP be listed here or “conservation of land”?

Project Area 3

64

Is this the River Exploration Area?

Project Area 3

65
66
67
68

Any other regulation related to replacement of culvert crossing shouled be listed
Potential for LID in area as well. Riparian restoration too? Fish viewing with a glass bottom bridge
Riparian restoration and LID could be listed too?
Is that because they don’t know it is there?
There is almost nothing relating to the EA for the Belfountain dam. I assume this is intentional given the ongoing EA? Maybe all it requires is a mention that the
issues relating to this structure are being dealt with in another process.

Project Area 4
Project Area 4
Project Area 5
Trail System

69

70

I think we should mention the potential for restoration at Stonecutters (and the other weir) to mitigate impacts of the dam: water temperature, stream
processes, barrier to fish passage. Also what about the potential of repair of the dam or protection of parts of the structure?
Perhaps mention that a formal EA would need to be completed to assess competing or complimentary values (i.e.natural heritage, cultural heritage etc)

71

PROTECTION: To protect significant and representative natural heritage features through selective acquisition and resource management. (protecting public
against hazards?)

72
73
74
75
76

LRIA?
(Firearm was found in the pool area after water levels were lowered to accommodate works 2010)
Need space for Emergency Management, supply (sandbag storage)
Steps from Washroom / Parking area to river is out of sync; potential tripping hazard
The LRIA speaks of Transients when considering the potential loss of life within the inundation zone of a dam break. Trails should not be located within the
inundation hazard. “For dam failures under normal (sunny day) conditions the potential for loss of life is assessed based on both permanent dwellings (including
habitable dwellings, trailer parks and seasonal campgrounds) and transient persons.”

77

The LRIA speaks of Transients when considering the potential loss of life within the inundation zone of a dam break. “For dam failures under normal (sunny day)
conditions the potential for loss of life is assessed based on both permanent dwellings (including habitable dwellings, trailer parks and seasonal campgrounds) and
transient persons.” This could bump up the hazard potential of the dam. Trails should be located outside the inundation hazard.

78

Does Phase I refer to Stage 1 as is the file name for this document. Perhaps the terms should match to prevent confusion.

79

I’m confused. Shouldn’t the implementation of the plan run throughout the duration of the plan i.e. 5 years or 10 years? Why just 2 years?

80

Should this be updated?
This section speaks to land acquisition, recreation, and facilities but does not discuss Natural Heritage values. I think a paragraph should be added here to
highlight important NH features.
Opportunities mentioned twice in sentence.

81
82

Zones

Noted
Yes - in reference to 'Sensory Experience of the WCR, including formalized access, signage and
staging
Noted
Noted
Noted
Class EA informaiton will be contained in separate reports as per the Class EA process

Restoration

The structures on the Willoughby property are not included in the Class EA. This item has been
discussed with the Ontario Heritage Trust, the agency which owns these structures

2.0
Objective 4
Objective 4
Objective 4
General

Trail System
Acknowledgements
1
2.1.1
3
Goal

Guiding Statement
Guiding Statement
Guiding Statement

These features are noted as "culturally significant and requiring management" The CH Zone permits
the stabilization, restoration or dismantling of natural heritage features. The Stonecutter's Dam and
weir are considered provincially culturally significant. The OHT has developed a statement for the
management intent of these features - their decomission is not permitted.

Restoration

2

Guiding Statement

Protection is a guiding principle of the management plan. While risk management is an important
consideration, the BC was not acquired for risk management or protection purposes.
Noted. This policy is incorporated into the Background Report.
Noted.
Noted - relies on poutcome of Class EA
Noted.

Class EA

General Design, Class EA

N/A
Class EA
General Design
General Design

Noted as a general hazard. Trails and instream infrastructure are managed for risk.

Class EA

Noted

Class EA

This will be updated in the Phase II Report
Management plan will be implemented over 10 years - project implmentation timneline is
dependent in funding
Noted. Policy is discussed in depth in the Background Report.

N/A

Noted. NH description is identified in depth in the Background Report.
Goal statement has been updated

Guiding Statement
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83

We should not developing in areas that affect “Important” natural features. I would remove the word “important”.

Objective 1

Development will not take place in 'important' natural features. Wording updated.

84

This concerns me because some of the Cultural Heritage Zones occurs in areas that could also be considered Natural Heritage Conservation Zones.

Objective 1

Noted

85
86
87

Buffers should not be developed.
Be specific that this is Cultural Heritage.
Examples?
This might be contradictory to statements about using native gardens and landscaping. I could be wrong but I would expect 20th century style to be more formal
and the opposite of native gardening.
Trail to Stone Cutter’s Dam would likely fragment high quality forest on steep sensitive slopes and is not recommended. There may be some opportunities for
formalizing short trails to angling sites on the north side of the West Credit River.
There are some concern with the Cultural Heritage Zone at Belfountain. Part of this zone contains ESA, ANSI, and legitimate Jefferson's habitat. Without the
cultural heritage features present here, the area would be considered at a minimum Natural Heritage Conservation. I understand why it is zoned Cultural
Heritage but we need to be cognizant that there are significant Natural Heritage features underlying this zone and that certain development is not appropriate
here.
I wouldn’t say the policy constraints are minimal. Perhaps “lesser” would be a better word.
Like what? (referring to seating area near the FC road)
By whom was this noted? (asethetic quality of the dam)
And waterfall
I don’t really understand want you mean here. In reference to: The importance of maintaining the current trail system as is, without route alterations was also
noted.)
I agree but it depends on how many short trails are being proposed. Keep these at a minimum and avoid steep slopes. (re: Access trail to WCR)
Significant and sensitive Natural Heritage features (Optimum Route)
Also a trail here would fragment interior forest and traverse steep terrain and is not supported by Natural Heritage group (Stonecutter's Trail)
No concerns if using current unsanctioned trail. Keep width at a minimum. (Bypass route on knoll)
Continue longterm/on-going invasive species management within Belfountain CA and Willoughby

Objective 1
Objective 2
Objective 2

developed' was meant to be planted or created - has been updated to established
Noted
This section has been updated

Objective 2

Noted. Designs will be included later in the management planning process

Objective 5

Noted. This recommendation will not move forward

88
89

90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100

101

Most of the Belfountain Complex includes regulated habitat for SAR. Since Part 2.8.1 of the NEP does not permit development within the habitat of threatened or
endangered species, CVC will need an amendment to the NEP to proceed with this management plan. If no amendment is obtained any proposed development in
conflict with the NEP will need to be excluded from the management plan. If a NEP amendment is approved for all or some of the proposed park activities, the
management plan may reflect the approved development. The amendment to the NEP must be obtained before the management plan can be finalized.

102

NEC staff note that a number of park zones identified in the Phase I Draft Report deviate from the six NEPOSS zones set out in Part 3.1.5 of the NEP and the
NEPOSS Planning Manual (i.e., Nature Reserve, Natural, Historical, Access, Development, Resource Management). For example, CVC has identified a
“Natural Appreciation Zone” and a “Recreation Zone”.

103

Part 3 of the NEP and the NEPOSS Planning Manual strive for consistency in management planning among the lands that comprise NEPOSS. Using a common
language and approach can help reduce confusion and support the “System” concept. The NEC would like to see more consistency in the management plan in this
regard. Therefore, we recommend that CVC reconsider their zone mapping to align with Part 3.1.5 of the NEP. Areas within these broad zones that require specific
management policies can be delineated and distinguished on zone maps using an overlay (e.g. cross hatching). Other agencies (e.g., Conservation Halton) have
adopted this approach. In addition, there appears to be some inconsistencies throughout the document with the use of the terms “Zone” and “Area” (for
example, Section 6.1). To avoid confusion, please ensure that terms are used consistently.

Zones
Project Area 2
Project Area 3
Project Area 5
Project Area 5

Guiding Statement
Zone Framework

Guiding Statement

Natural features will still be protected, regardless of zone they are in.
Noted
Picnic tables, benching and seating areas are the main rest areas
Members of Public, SAC and staff

Trail System

No major trail development is proposed

Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Restoration

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

General

Area Integrated (if applicable)

Trail System
Trail System
Trail System

Noted. We will be working through this process.

Zones

Noted. CVC recently developed a new zoning framework. A map illustrating NEC/CVC zones will be
included in the Phase II report

Zone Framework

General

Noted. CVC recently developed a new zoning framework. A map illustrating NEC/CVC zones will be
included in the Phase II report

Zone Framework

104

NEC staff note that a significant portion of the property includes the Credit Forks Provincially Significant Life Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI).
In addition to the other relevant NEP policies, the Development Criteria related to ANSIs in Part 2.14 of the NEP should be considered when developing zone
policies if development is proposed within the ANSI. We note that the ANSI policies do not appear to be identified under the Policy Considerations in Section 6.0
for areas where they may be relevant e.g., Area 4.

6

The Background Report (http://www.creditvalleyca.ca/enjoy-the-outdoors/conservationareas/belfountain-conservation-area/belfountain-conservation-area-management-plan/phase-ibackground-studies-and-report/) contains discussion on the natural features and policies within the
study area. The zoning takes the ANSI into account, but also relies on on-the-ground data to create
zones.

105

CVC has identified that a Visitor Centre is proposed. Through our discussions with CVC staff, we understand that this building would use the existing development
footprint in the area where parking currently exists. In keeping with the policies of NEPOSS and site constraints within the Belfountain Conservation Area, the
Visitor Centre should be small-scale. We understand that the scale of proposed infrastructure will be included in the next phase of management planning. The
NEC cautions that small-scale is interpreted in the NEP as to not exceed 450 sq.m. (5000 sq. ft).

General

Noted. The building size will reflect the size of the conservation area and proposed uses and
programming.

General

Noted. Data related to BCA's capacity, and traffic flow will be included. (days/month that pearking
reached capacity and data collected by the RoP including weekend vehicle and pedestrian surveys)

General

Noted. This is included in the Background Report, but can also be included in the Phase II report.

108

As identified in Part 3.1.6.1 subsection 7 of the NEP, undertakings in an approved management plan not in conflict with the NEP may be exempted from NEC
Development Control in accordance with Section 41 of Ontario Regulation 828/90. If CVC is seeking an exemption for any proposed activities that qualify under
Section 41, the final draft of the management plan should include a list of these activities for consideration. The management plan should indicate that the NEC
will be consulted prior to undertaking works proposed for exemption. As discussed with CVC staff, any proposed development in conflict with the NEP would not
qualify for inclusion in the management plan or exemption, especially where the use requires a NEP amendment to proceed.

General

Noted.

109

NEC staff notes that signage is proposed within the Belfountain Complex. To support promotion and branding of NEPOSS, we encourage the use of the NEPOSS
logo on interpretive signage and any related promotional materials.

General

This will be included in the Phase III report, or the final Management Plan.

110

Section 2.0 Management Planning Process and Underlying Assumptions speaks to the development of management plans in the context of conservation authority
objectives. However, it is also important to recognize upfront in the Phase I document that the area is part of a greater System of parks and open spaces with a
number of overarching objectives, for example, the protection of the Niagara Escarpment’s natural and cultural heritage features, the provision of public access to
the Niagara Escarpment and the promotion of the UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve designation (see NEP Part 3.1.1).

106

107

111
112
113

114
115
116
117

CVC is proposing to increase in parking spaces from 45 to 70-90 spaces as well as identify areas for overflow parking. The Phase I report (pg 27) states that during
peak times parking lots are over capacity. NEC staff requests that a parking study be included and discussed as part of Phase II to provide more details (e.g.,
number of cars during peak and off-peak times) and justification for the proposed parking increases.
As previously mentioned in NEC staff comments, the Cox Property is shown on NEP maps and classified as part of the Willoughby property. The management
planning exercise should confirm the classification of each of these three areas as separate entities. Upon management plan approval the NEC will make changes
to its park descriptions in Appendix 1 and update its mapping accordingly. In addition, the Phase I report does not appear to include a discussion of the relevant
NEPOSS classifications. As the park classifications are important for setting overarching objectives to guide park and open space management and uses, please
ensure that some discussion is included in the management plan.

Section 2.1.3 Provincial Legislation and Plans: The second paragraph includes a discussion of the purpose of the NEP and a brief description of NEPOSS. NEC staff
recommends that some wording be added to indicate that Part 3 of the NEP requires that master/management plans be prepared for lands within NEPOSS that
align with the objectives and policies of the NEP.
To avoid confusion, the provincially approved colours should be used on the maps and legend to show the land use designations of the NEP. For example,
incorrect colours are shown on Map 1 (page 11).
Section 3.0 Belfountain Complex Overview: As mentioned in previous comments, the majority of the Belfountain Complex includes the Credit Forks Provincially
Significant Life Science ANSI. To provide appropriate context for management planning and because there may be policy implications for proposed development,
it would be beneficial to make mention of this ANSI in Section 3.0.
Section 4.1 Objectives: Under Objective 3 (Promote the unique identity of the Belfountain Complex), NEC staff recommends that the identification of the Complex
as a NEPOSS park and a part of the Niagara Escarpment UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve be included as Strategic Directives in the table (page 19). This would
align with the objectives for NEPOSS in Part 3.1.1.
Your materials raise no matters of concern for us, subject to your consideration and inclusion as appropriate of Janet’s points below
Acknowledgements- why is Peel Region identified as Peel Region – alternate in the list when there is only one person
Section 3.1- the list on page 15 are not presented as challenges, but as a desired outcome

118

Objective – second row, consider if ‘facadism’ is desirable and whether the types of projects, their design, and site design would be in/characteristic of an early
20th century park when the projects would appear to meet a 21st century need. Should the focus for this style be considered for selected areas?

119

Project Area 1: page 28 and 29, does the document indicate the existing vehicle capacity and is the increased capacity indicated feasible or is this a desirable
number.

2

2.1.3
Map 1
3

Objective 3
General
Acknowledgements
General
Objective 2
Project Area 1

Building Design

Education/Interpretation

Noted. This was included in the Background Report (to a degree), but could be brought forward in
the Phase II report.

The Background Report includes discusison on NEPOSS and the planning process.
Noted. A transparency was added to the map so that trails and other features could be viewed
underneath the zones.
The ANSI and planning policies is discussed in the background report. Development is generally
outside the ANSI (and outside of the functional area of the ANSI - some of the ANSI lines are not
based on on-the-ground data).

Zone Framework

Noted. This will be included in the Phase II report.
Noted.
This will be updated in the Phase II Report
Noted.
Noted. Design and style will be consistent throughout the Complex as much as possible.
Yes, the increased number is feasible and desirable

Acknowledgements

General Design
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121

It’s not clear in the document that the site enhancements comply or conform with the full range of regulatory or policy requirements. The directions identified in
this document might be further tempered by site design, costs, policy and regulatory requirements as you move through the management planning process and
should probably be recognized.
While I didn’t read the document in detail, it is clear and well written and I look forward to seeing the results as you progress.

122

Page 16 – Objective 6 – Just curious whether having multi-lingual communications/signage is a CVC standard requirement?

Objective 6

123

Page 19 – Objective 3, Outcome 4 – I would recommend that there be mention of accommodating visitors with parking when it comes to introducing any facilities.

Objective 3

Noted

120

General

Noted. These items will be further fleshed out as the preferred options are determined. Policy
considerations were integrated into draft concept design.

General

Noted.
No, multi-lingual communications/signage is not a standard requirement for us, and something that
we do not currently offer at our CAs. An anecdotal finding from the visitor survey that was
conducted in 2010 indicated that English was not the first language of many of the groups surveyed,
and that the provision of literature in a variety of languages may be beneficial.

124

Page 20 – Objective 4, Outcome 4 – Does it make sense to mention the type of concessions being considered at this time?

Objective 4

Discussion on the type of concessions that will be offered has not been included in the Strategic
Directions Report at the time. We are planning to host a focus group with the local businesses
sometime in the late winter/early spring to discuss the idea of concessions and what this might
involve (potential partnerships, etc.).

125

Page 21 – Objective 5, Outcome 2 (bullet 2&3) – Correct me if I am wrong but I understood there would be no new trails on the property. I would recommend
that you state/confirm that develop a trail does not mean a ‘new’ trail but enhancements made to existing trails for safety reasons.

Objective 5

Comment Noted. The SDR proposes that no new trails will be developed, but this is not yet a final
decision (we may consider formalizing some existing angling trails, etc.). The Trail Plan would include
a map of the entire trail system and identify where boardwalk or other improvements are require
where small re-routes would be beneficial, signage and the closure of unsanctioned trails.

126

Page 23 – Nature Reserve Zone (second paragraph) – based on mapping, I believe that the nature reserve is actually on the south-east portion of the complex and
not the north-east.

127

128
129
130

Page 24 – Just for my information, is it policy to allow visitors who arrive via trails, by foot/bike to enter the property free of charge?

Its understood that improvement works including trails will be developed in consideration with environmental concerns and public safety. However, many of park
amenities will still be in or near natural hazards. It’s recommended that strategic plan considers public safety in the event of such hazards. For example developing
ongoing monitoring plan to regularly observe hazardous slopes, weather forecast for potential flooding and using CVC’s advance flood warning system.
Downstream of the dam, plan may also consider rescue mechanism during flooding.
Section 3.1 or other must define natural hazards (e.g. flooding, erosion, slope, dam, etc.) on this property.
Section 6.0-concept plans identify hazards in %age, which is not clearly understood. Each Project Area must identify natural hazards on each site for better
evaluating of poroposed works.

131

I think there may be some worry about how this may actually play out. Guidelines on how this should happen could be helpful (directives for O4)

132
133

BCO Belfountain Public School [could be reached out to to help support some projects]
[Demonstration Garden Ideas] Heritage gardens using heritage plants Heritage vegetable gardening
Grammar is wrong - celebrate it is referring to natural and cultural heritage, not the park? Change it to Belfountain Complex. Some of the future experiences may
not be traditional. Combination rather than fusion? On the NE rather than In the NE
I understand it, but I don't think the strategic plan is in line with the vision in the sense that there is very little discussion on the protection and enhancement of
natural heritage features.
Protect rather than conserve
#1. Significant natural features should be protected for more reasons than just for future human enjoyment. #2 important natural features shouldn't be affected
by development if we recognize their importance; instead impacts should be avoided or minimized.

134
135
136
137
138

I do have some wording concerns that I have commented on in the report.

Zones

Area Integrated (if applicable)

Noted

General

Currently it is not CVC policy to permit visitors who arrive by foot or bike into the property for free
(the only exception is for individuals that arrive via the Bruce Trail or Bruce Trail Sidetrails). One of
the conversations that we had during public consultation, as well as with the BCO at a separate
meeting, was offering free access to community residents. This is something that we are actively
looking into, and a decision that will likely affect all of our active conservation areas (Terra Cotta CA,
Ken Whillans RMA, Island Lake CA). The decision on whether to allow pedestrians who walk in free
access, provide access cards to local residents or landowners with properties directly adjacent to our
CAs (something that TRCA implements), or some other means, remains to be seen. A of August
2105, community memebrs can access BCA free of charge.

General

Noted. An emergency plan currently exisit for BCA. This will be updated to include the Complex and
any new infrastructure.

3.1

This will be incorporated when project details are realized.

Pas

Noted. When preferred options are identified we will have a better idea of our constraints

General Design

Trail System

Zone Framework

Policy
General Design

Objective 4 - directive
Noted.
implementation
Partnerships
Gardens
Vision
Vision
Objective 1

Noted
Noted.

Partnership
Gardens

Vision statement has been updated

Guiding Statement

All recommendations received to date about restoration and enhancement opportunities have been
incorporated into the planning process thus far
Noted

Guiding Statement

Objective 1 - directives Wording aligns with other strategic documents and is meant to be short and easily understood.
Objective 1 - directives Noted - additional comments have been recorded elsewhere in the disposition table and report

139

See changes/comments in my comments to Laura

Objective 1 - directives Noted - additional comments have been recorded elsewhere in the disposition table and report

140

Again some wording concerns that I have commented on in the report.

Objective 1 - directives Noted - additional comments have been recorded elsewhere in the disposition table and the report

141

From an aquatic perspective, barrier mitigation is important but not well detailed in the report.

Objective 1 - directive
Noted
implementation

Class EA

142

Protecting turtle nesting habitat (do not plant trees near nesting sites. Keep rare and sensitive communities trail free. Maintain undeveloped buffers to
significant features. Continue and expand on-going invasive species removal program.

Objective 1 - directive
Noted
implementation

Education/Interpretation/ Restoration

143

Protect rather than conserve

144

protecting viewscapes by not having sign pollution is important. Recognition of site features can be done in the Cultural Area without large interpretive signs, and
instead with aesthetically appropriate commemorative materials. A plan with roles, responsibilities and budget for managing cultural features is needed.

Objective 2 - directive
Noted
implementation

145

Partnership building is an important component of this objective, both with the community and larger regional resources (hills of headwaters, businesses, caledon
...)

Objective 3 - directive
implementation

146

carrying capacity studies is not a reasonable directive. The scope and need for this study is still unknown and it is likely that it will not be completed prior to
Management Plan evaluation. Recommend that this is included as a portion of the baseline work for the next iteration of the Management Plan. Upon 10 year
review, the Management Plan can be used as a tool to set indicators and targets for conducting the Carrying Capacity Study. Without these indicators and targets
in place, the study would be a baseline inventory of current conditions - not standards (i.e. noise, litter, people in view, erosion).

Objective 4 - directive
Noted.
implementation

Guiding Statement

147

trail to stone cutter's dam is not appropriate. Make sure sensory and esperiential opportunities do not negatively impact natural or cultural heritage.

Objective 5 - directives Noted

Trail System

148

Self guided tours with booklets (available for purchase). Helps to reduce sign pollution and promotes educlation. Booklets could be a keepsake of their visit to
Belfountain.

Objective 5 - directives Noted

Education/Interpretation

149

Opportunity to engage schools in Peel.

Objective 5 - directive
Noted - opportunities are being explored
implementation

150

Multilingual Communications is difficult and will need to be further scoped. This could mean hiring staff with different language abilities, and having written
materials on hand in multiple languages. I worry that sign installation will be an issue on this property, with the small space that already exists and the need to
maintain viewscapes signage needs should be prioritized and kept to a minimum. Signs should only be provided in multiple languages if a high priority message
dictates the need.

Objective 6 - directive Noted

151

This may be difficult to achieve in some locations because of the toppography of the site.

Objective 6 - directive Noted

152

cultural heritage zone is important at Belfountain Conservation Area. It distinguishes this portion of the property from the rest, and it also designates it as a
special place within the CA system.

Objective 2

Zones

Noted

Guiding Statement
Education/Interpretation

Partnership

Noted

Partnership

Guiding Statement

Appendix D - Comment Disposition Table

UID

Comments Received

Stakeholder Advisory
Committee

Technical
Steering
Committee

CVC Staff Open
House

Public
Informaiton
Centre

Email, Meeting or Report Section/ Area of
Other
Interest

Notes

Area Integrated (if applicable)

Zones

Noted

154
155

I understand that the zoning for the Cox property is still being discussed however I do believe that due to topographic retraints and the sensitivity of the ground
vegetation that the property should be designated Natural Reserve. There are some concern with the Cultural Heritage Zone at Belfountain. Part of this zone
contains ESA, ANSI, and legitimate Jefferson's habitat. Without the cultural heritage features present here, the area would be considered at a minimum Natural
Heritage Conservation.. I understand why it is zoned Cultural Heritage but we need to be cognizant that there are significant Natural Heritage features underlying
this zone and that certain development is not appropriate here.
Celebrating the centenary of the park is nice but once over, gets dated quickly
There should be some flexibility to allow for planters, hanging baskets outside of gardens and landscape designs.

General
Gardens

Noted.
Noted.

Gardens

156

However this may be difficult to incorporate into the 20th Century theme. I imagine that gardens were more formal during this era, but I could be wrong.

Gardens

Noted. Explore opportunities for native species that take on a heritage look and feel.

Gardens

157
158

Plants for your back yard with labels identifing plants
Other pollinator, wetland/rain garden
Rock gardens and movement corridors for Jefferson's salamander that including large rocks and ferns simulating escarpment topography. This could also be a
good way of dividing the picinic areas.
CVC stewardship, local schools, native garden clubs [implement gardens]
Area to promote CVC programs and events
Low impact development
Viewing area/deck/platform, underwater camera viewing, snacks
small size, meeting space, deck, washrooms
deck interpretive displays visitor welcome station visitor drop in space meeting space
Not bigger than existing footprint, not sure if wedding capability is easy to incorporate
Don't need secondary visitor centre near river. Choose one or the other.
visitor centre needs to look different then operational space. these can be in the same building, but site operations should be designed as a background feature
(not the spotlight)
LID- maybe even just a grassy area to keep it natural
Low impact design
LID options, better traffic flow, more parking spots
Low impact desing, increased capacity, within current development zone.
low impact design heritage park theme
impermiable surface, encroachment into natural areas [do not include in parking lot]
pavement [do not include in parking lot]
BCO (commenting) Region of Peel - traffic planning

Gardens
Gardens

Noted
Noted

Gardens
Gardens

Gardens

Noted

Gardens, Trail System

153

159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177

Explore shuttle service from ski lodge

178
179

Outdoor classroom with local school or outside school groups
meetings education sessions community evenings local market (small scale - locals only nights?)

Zone Framework

Gardens
Visitor Centre
Visitor Centre
Visitor Centre
Visitor Centre
Visitor Centre
Visitor Centre
Visitor Centre

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Existing footprint is strictly for operational purposes
Noted

Visitor Centre

Noted

Building Design

Parking Lot
Parking Lot
Parking Lot
Parking Lot
Parking Lot
Parking Lot
Parking Lot
Partnerships

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted

General Design
General Design
General Design
General Design
General Design

Parking Lot
Pavilion
Pavilion

Building Design
Building Design
Building Design
Building Design
Building Design

General Design
Partnership

This is being explored with our partner organizatins as part of a holistic traffic management approach
Noted
Noted
Noted. Infrastructure will incorporate vandal-proof designs. Enforcement policies will incorporate
vandalism concerns
Noted
Noted. Infrastructure will incorporate vandal-proof designs. Enforcement policies will incorporate
vandalism concerns
Noted
Noted.
Noted

180

Vandal proof while keeping in mind fiting it in the natural environment

Pavilion

181

designed to allow salamander movement, interpretive signage

Pavilion

182

invest in a reservation system to help Operations manage the picnic resources.

183
184
185

[do not include] night time lighting which can disturb wildlife
Given limited space, need to think about how many structures are needed and their function (visitor centre, picnic pavillion, snack bar)
Seems like a good idea to better separate picnic areas
linear rock gardens (that also act as salamander movement corridors); butterfly demonstration garden with interpretive signage; decks to protect tree root
systems, naturalization of areas not being used as picinic areas.
electricity heritage theme gardens accessible picnic tables accessible pathways stone-work shaded areas
impermeable surfaces, increased mowed area, increased disturbance of riparian vegetation.
grassy field - need delineated spaces and aesthetic elements. grass becomes worn down and aged quickly.
trip planning should be done at the visitor centre. The park isn't large enough to necessitate two visitor info centres.
high priority. barrier free design needs to be evident on this site. given the aging population, and proximity of BCA to large populations accessible design is an
important element in making this a destination property.
Opportunity to promote program and events
Maybe make it easier to get to existing bathrooms rather than build a new one?
invasive species signage and shoe cleaning station
heritage park theme
There are policy restrictions to buidling a washroom within the regulated floodline
There are some concern with the Cultural Heritage Zone at Belfountain. Parts of this zone (knoll and pond loop train) contains ESA, ANSI, and legitimate
Jefferson's habitat. Without the cultural heritage features present here, the area would be considered at a minimum Natural Heritage Conservation. I understand
why it is zoned Cultural Heritage but we need to be cognizant that there are significant Natural Heritage features underlying this zone and that certain
development is not appropriate within certain areas of this zone.
a thorough plan and budget is needed for ongoing management of the cultural heritage features.
Brfuce trail other significant cultural heritage features in the area [require further discussion]
If Stonecutter's is going to stay, should provide access. Angler access should be considered. [require further discussion]
perhaps fomalizing some minor angling trails is appropirate (avoid steep terrain and sensitive vegetation) [require further discussion]
Angling Trails and Platforms [require further discussion]
[incorporate] Interpretive signage or brochure with numbered sites on Pond Trail
[incorporate] Boardwalk to protect seepage areas and allow for better wildlife movement.
[incorporate] rest areas look out sites interpretive signage
Don't build too many trails
SAR regulated habitat restrictions (however I believe that improvements to trail system will benefit SAR movement); cost of boardwalk
[trail volunteering] CYC, local schools. Will need to get MNR and NEC on board.
Dam mitigation
Environmental assessment for Stonecutters Dam
Make sure to include on-going invasive species projects that have been underway for the last several years. Protection of turtle nesting areas (do not plant tree in
this area). Increase biodiversity of head pond; EAB injection; improve salamander movement areas in day-use area; riparian restoration along west credit in areas
disturbed by human activity.
Great job. This is shaping up to be a solid management plan.
Why "in the Niagara Escarpment"?
Recreational activities to focus on 1)hiking, including bird watching and x country skiing; 2) biking , higher energy activities, running and mud races, x-counytry
skiing, 3) skating - develop winter skating area
Zoo? Petting zoo? Working farm ideas
early 20th century farm theme
alternative energy ideas - especially hydro - because of the existing dam/waterfall
Main issues are parking and traffic - possible solution: Cable car with 20+ passengers that would go from Cataract to Belfountian

Pavilion
General
Project Area 3

In order to accommodate education programs a bus turn around and indorr capacity for at least 50 people is ideal, if not nescessary

Visitor Centre

Noted

General Design

Visitor Centre

Noted

General Design

Objective 6

Noted

Guiding Statement

186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222

vandal proof design

Don't understand how the workshop will work with the visitor welcome centre. Welcome centre, important, yes! This should be focal point under learning park
theme. Workshop, traffic, flow of personnel can't interfere with visitor centre.
Less agreement with 'multi-lingual communication'. If research identifies the nescessity - ok. But need to ensure that this is effective for number of visitors and
attracts new. Will this draw more visitors?
The red shaped area does not include the open table land west of the park entrance road. This area should be added as it may include a new septic bed and
additional picnic area.

Pavilion

Project Area 3

Noted

Project Area 3
Project Area 3
Project Area 3
Project Area 4

Noted
Noted
Noted. Turf management will be an element of the management plan
Two visitor centres are not proposed

Project Area 4

Noted

Project Area 4
Project Area 4
Project Area 4
Project Area 4
Project Area 4

Noted
This is also being considered
Noted
Noted
Noted, there is also an existing building footprint that could be utilized for this concept

Zones
Project Area 5
Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Trail System
Restoration
Restoration
Restoration
General
Vision
General
Gardens
Gardens
General
General

Project Area 1

General Design
General Design

General Design
General Design
General Design

General Design

Education/Interpretation

Noted
Noted. This will be recommended in the management plan
Noted - these will be discussed further before finalizing any plans
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
The structures on the Willoughby property are not included in the Class EA
Noted. An invasive species plan will be recommended in the management plan as part of the
restoration plan.
Vision statement has been updated
Noted. The vision for the Complex is to continue traditional recreation activities (hiking, birding,
picnics, relaxing, photography, etc.)
Noted
Noted
Noted.
Noted.

This area is identified as a Natural Heritage Appreciation zone and would allow for a septic service

Trail System

Restoration

Guiding Statement

Appendix D - Comment Disposition Table

UID
223

Comments Received
should check existing wood shed to determine if there is any historical value (unlikely)

Stakeholder Advisory
Committee

Technical
Steering
Committee

CVC Staff Open
House

Public
Informaiton
Centre

Email, Meeting or Report Section/ Area of
Other
Interest
General

Notes
The woodshed is not culturally significant

224

design and layout for expanded and updated septic facility

Project Area 1

Noted

225

replace exisitng parking lot with permeable parking facility

Parking Lot

Noted

226

Love the idea to brand as a century old park! (buildings, signs)

Century Theme

Noted.

227

Native plants used in gardens

Gardens

Noted

228

Definitely need more! Efficiency of available space will be crucial.

Parking Lot

Noted

229

Love the Century Park theme idea. Carry through buildings, etc. and also interpretive plus site specific info and signage.

Century Theme

Noted.

230

Include neighbouring community members for input, stories, reflections,etc.

Century Theme

Noted. This will be accomplished through public consultation and consultation with the SAC.

231

Would be one park CVC to incorporate on important historical heritage. Opportunity to tell CVC's historical story plus the past.

Century Theme

Noted. Interpretation will be a key theme.

232

(ideas for implementation): period buildings, equipment, accessories, interpretive signage

Century Theme

Noted. Interpretation will be a key theme.

233

I think having staff with multi-lingual communications skills is much more effective than multi-lingual written communications materials (hire diverse gate park
staff)

234

Important to note how many currently exist and how many more are actually being proposed

235

not sure how I feel about century theme idea - need to see some examples

236

Not much open space area highlighted?

237

move to edge of large open space

238

You can gain more picnic if you removed the area of the ugly pond

239
240
241
242
243
244

consider picnic pavilion to potentially double as a stage where audience could sit on the bottom end of the slope
Concerned with the more natural portion of project area 2. need more information on current condition and function in order to provide opinion. No issue with
the manicured portion of area 2.
I'm not sure how big the pavilion will be or is intended to be - however, since there is no other pavilion. I would suggest a large space. As a frequenter of parks, I
feel that there are very few covered areas which become important on rainy days.
Formalized gardens and landscaping should use ecological landscaping approach, including the use of locallly native plants
Agree that you need a single [river] access for visitors, however, with the close proximity to the river, I would not like to see all the trees be removed to
accommodate more people. Stabilized banks by the river are vital to preventing erosion
unclear what this entails; discussion of amouring the banks is occurring amongst committee members, whether this is accurate or not: natural channel design and
shoreline habitat to be considered with development of options

Objective 6
General
Century Theme

Area Integrated (if applicable)

Noted

General Design

Gardens

Guiding Statement

In terms of picnic area? Yes, this will be identified in the concpet plans
Noted. Concepts will include visuals.

Pavilion
Pavilion

Noted

Project Area 3

Noted

Pavilion
Project Area 2

The terrace will continue to act as the main outdoor 'event' or 'amphitheatre' space
There is very little natural cover (with the exception of some large trees), in the upper picnic area

Pavilion

Noted

General Design

Gardens

Noted

Gardens

River Access

Removing all trees is not proposed

River Access

Additional hardening of riparian area is not proposed

245

agree that picnic area should be made friendly to user groups of various sizes

Gardens

Noted

Gardens

246

disagree that formalized gardens are the vehicle or that they even have any place in this area

Gardens

Noted

Gardens

time to take BCA into the next century - this time using native and sustainable landscaping, naturalized style

Gardens

Noted

Gardens

Gardens

Noted

Gardens

247
248

if formal gardens are deemed absolutely nescessary then they should have a current environmental or BMP theme (eg pollinator garden, food for birds or wildlife,
no watering, etc). These could act as demonstration gardens.
Great idea to delineate picnic areas, however during the design phase consider how more than one area can be used for one very large group as occurs now a few
times a year

Project Area 3

Noted

250

if gardens delineate, proivde large pathways between them

Project Area 3

Noted

251

Any chance we can get hydro down to this site?

Project Area 3

Yes, we are proposing having electricty in the picnic areas for events

252

agree that river access is desired because if not provided, people will make their own

River Access

Noted

253

it will be a challenge to limit access to that provided - designs for non-access (how to prevent access) should also be a consideration

River Access

Noted

254

Is there any way to make a sustainable, natural type of hose or watering bucket so children can play and cool off. Think 'natural' not paved, cement splash pad.
Such a sustainable feature dramatically improve visitor picnicking experiences

River Access

Noted - this will be explored in the concept plans

249

255

People will find their own river access even if one is designated

River Access

Noted

256

Provide several designated river access points to focus (but still spread out) people accessing river. Might give you more erosion areas but less intense erosion in
those areas.

River Access

Noted

257

A single access point is unrealistic for anglers. Wading anglers will not wait to use one particular access point. Multiple points will deter trampling overall.

River Access

Noted

258

Remove wild trout sign, particularly if pumphouse is second staging area

Signage

I support the staging area as long as the footprint remains the same

Project Area 4

Noted

260

Should be accessible as in mobility, wheelchair accessible, etc. Not in terms of distance. Require access to this area and trails other than steps so trails and future
"staging area" are accessible to people with mobility aids

Project Area 4

Noted

261

Visitor centre can't be done at staging area?

Project Area 4

No, a visitor centre cannot be placed in the portico/project area #4 area

262

Recommend also considering how accessiblity can be gained from picnic area to current restrooms

Project Area 4

Noted

263

concern with proximity of washroom to river and the risk of failureand impacts on the West Credit River - may be appropriate in a different location

Project Area 4

Noted

264

Sounds good, but be aware of liklihood of vandalism (use good lighting, low cost materials)

Project Area 4

Noted. Infrastructure will incorporate vandal-proof designs. Enforcement policies will incorporate
vandalism concerns

disagree that this is any priority and strongly feel that it should not be built

Project Area 4

Noted

Project Area 4

Noted

266
267
268

to visitor centre washrooms are not far away - they are closer than the washrooms in most shopping malls so people should use the visitor centre instead (more
efficient to maintain one washroom)
the entrance to BCA is narrow and small and get the feeling of high density of recreational facilities area cluttered with structures, degraded picnic areas and only
distant natural wilderness
Aesthetic upgrades, including formal landscaping and gardens should be use an ecological landscaping approach, including (especially) the use of attractive native
plant species

General Design

This sign has been removed

259

265

General Design

General

Noted. These comments will be addressed through the concept designs

Gardens

Noted

Building Design

General Design
Gardens

Appendix D - Comment Disposition Table

UID

269
270
271
272
273

Comments Received
missing from this management plan is a high priority effort to remove the very nasty invasive species that are taking over the natural edges of this area, e.g.
massive amounts of periwinkle - allowing these invasives [to] remain because they are a "legacy" from the "old days". while we are telling landowners to take
charge of and remove invasives at their own homes is contradictory
gardens should use native species only and be naturalized or have environmental themes
the entrance to the CA, picnic areas and proposed amenities give the feel of a highly cluttered and highly contrived area - too much "stuff" this is a turn-off for
anyone wanting to enjoy the escarpment and natural heritage
while the description mentions minimum signage it also references an interpretive plaque program. More details on the interpretive plaque program is needed
areas such as the fountain, terrace and cave/bridge area a popular for photos. These signs will cause a complication.
could the info be located in the staging area with a numbered system that identifies these areas? A digital guide could lead guests through the area - or removable
signage for wedding events

Stakeholder Advisory
Committee

Technical
Steering
Committee

CVC Staff Open
House

Public
Informaiton
Centre

Email, Meeting or Report Section/ Area of
Other
Interest
Restoration

Notes

Area Integrated (if applicable)

Noted. An invasive species plan will be recommended in the management plan as part of the
restoration plan.

Gardens

Noted

Project Area 5

Noted

General Design

Project Area 5

Noted

Education/Interpretation

Signage

Noted

Education/Interpretation

274

option for restoration of natural features? Would be good to assess this option

Terrace

Restoration will be a component of the plan

275

if this is the focal point, should include amenities and signage to promote and explain what people are seeing, importantly, where they are.

Signage

Noted

276

Century theme use through this area

277

As long as natural heritage and other forms of data are assessed prior to trail re-routes, I can agree. We need to ensure any trail re-routes do not cut through
sensitive areas (for wildlife or plants), then this should be fine. Obviously minimizing erosion issues is important

Trail System

Noted

Trail System

278

Gorge Loop trail - I'm not familiar with the GL Trail but I'm concerned about re-routes. I agree with upgrades, but re-routes should be planned cautiously and only
if absolutely nescessary. Tree removal and further disturbances is a concern, but protection from groundwater seepage and erosion needs to be mitigated.

Trail System

Noted

Trail System

279

Pond Loop Trail - this area should be made accessible for all people including those with mobility aids. Could be great, short easy trail for people with wheel
chairs, elderly, children, etc. to appreciate the area in a reasonable distance and ease of walkability. would need to be able to get to trail easily from parking.

Trail System

Noted

Trail System

280

Pond Loop Trail should be boardwalk the whole way around, lots of education/interpretive signage

Trail System

Noted

Trail System

281

Gorge Loop Trail - whole extent along seepage slope (on south side of valley) should be boardwalked to better protect natural seepages and associated species
and people

Trail System

Noted

Trail System

282

boardwalk/stairs in area at suspension brudge are scary - tilted and slipper and feel unstable

Trail System

Noted

Trail System

283

Great plan - recommend invasive species management considered where feasible throughout property. Area is on edge of Forks of the Credit Centre of
Biodiversity - key area for maintaining healthy, diverse communities - also will add resilience in face of climate change

Restoration

Noted. An invasive species plan will be recommended in the management plan as part of the
restoration plan.

Restoration

284

invasive species removal should be attentive to the sensitivity and significance of the area

Restoration

Noted

285

Restoration and mitigation for hiking impacts - concern that hikers bring in disturbances to natural areas. Regular monitoring for trail impacts would be helpful to
catch issues in the early stages.

Trail System

Noted - trail monitoring is completed by CVC's Lands Monitoring Program

Trail System

286

planting shrubs along trailway to discourage off trail use? Hand guard rails on boardwalks to keep them on trail?

Trail System

Noted

Trail System

287

Focus should be in restoration a natural community rather than just tree planting

Restoration

Noted

288

strongly agree with invasive species removal as any work done to improve/promote habitat for wildlife will be useless

292

if tree planting is to be done, only trees that naturally occur near the site should be planted. I do not agree with introducing new species (even if they are native)
to increase aesthetics
restoration plan needs specific focus. What type of forest are you trying to get with the tree plantings? Specific wildlife habitat? Unique plant community? Use a
reference community type and select plant species with a target community in mind, just not random available species.
remove all dams, headpond and stonecutters, and restore. Less pond = more land for trees/forest and maybe also picnic areas too. Remove old gardens at top of
valley
concerns about having the pavilion be a stopping ground for too long and not helping more visitors through the facility

293
294
295
296

289
290
291

297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304

General

Restoration

Noted

Restoration

Noted

Restoration

CVC staff will design the restoration of specified areas

Gardens

General

This will be addressed in the Class EA.

Pavilion

Noted

General Design

larger groups will possibly result in overflow during busy periods - if they stay for several hours in pavilion/lunch areas it will be a potential road block to the area

Pavilion

Noted

General Design

Keep in parking lot and upper picnic areas only
do not add changes to cultural area - keep as is
Thank you for what seems to me to be good intentions.
expand parking lot to 70 cars and offer reduced parking fee to cars not visiting the park (only darking to visit village). Install small wallk through gate on Pinnacle
St.
Tear out toilets in parking lot (uphill walk) and install a new toilet on other side of the river at your pumped water source
clean out (dredge) pond
do much better job picking up litter. Every time I come and pick garlic mustard from the park, I find the flower beds full of litter.
speaking of garlic mustard infestation, why not deliver letters to neighbouring homeowners who let garlic mustard grow free?
sort out (through Ontario Heritage Trust) xxxxxxxxxx
using historic street name of unopened road allowance - signage opportunity to name trails or other with the names given on historic maps
Please remove the fountain. Sounds like a vortex. Unattractive. Remove!

Project Area 1
Project Area 5
General
Parkg Lot

Noted
Noted. Improvements and maintenance are proposed.
Noted

Project Area 4
Class EA
General
Restoration
General
General
Project Area 5

Noted
Noted. Will be addressed in the Class EA.
Noted
Noted
Noted.
Noted

Education/Interpretation

Education/Interpretation

305

park visiotrs leave with an increased awareness of the parks natural nad cultural features. Park visitors leave with the desire to maintain these.

Education

Noted. Interpretation will be a key theme.

Education/Interpretation

306
307

(ideas for implementation): clear garbage "take home" bags
(ideas for implementation): signs at child height asking them to "remind" grown ups to take away garbage
I agree with repair and maintenance of all exisiting structure, but not to accommodate larger groups (ie weddings). Far too great an impact on such a small
ecosystem.

Education
Education

Noted
Noted. Good idea for all CVC CAs

Education/Interpretation

308
309

monitoring and vandalism a huge issue: evidence of all fires in credit river valley. What happens in a dry year?

310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330

pond itself is very culturally significant - do not overlook significance (it is as significant as the Alton Mill)
Cultural Heritage Zone should include pond as culturla heritage feature
A washroom in this lower area is much needed. The distance between cultural features and the washroom is too difficult.
opportunity for public education re: conservation and garbage
history of quarries with examples of cut limestone as "landscape sculptures"
education, conservation, environmental protection
overcrowding
environmentally friendly - low impact
pavilion, events, wedding parties, after hours
Education signage about carry out your garbage
Pond Needs maintenance
garbage
invasive species
I think CVC has done a great job looking at projects.
Why not put picnic area over the grassy septic bed and make more parking spots on the new picnic area, either the lower one or the upper one.
You need to include the pond as it is culturally significant
Wally World of Conservation
Park not a vehicle for CVC education
Buses?
Improved Parking is always good
Better, uniform equipment, covered pavilion

General
General
Project Area 5
Project Area 5
Project Area 4
Project Area 5
Project Area 5
Visitor Centre
Visitor Centre
Parkg Lot
Pavilion
Project Area 4
Project Area 5
Trail System
Restoration
General
Parkg Lot
Project Area 5
Cultural Design - pg 1
Visitor Centre
Parkg Lot
Parkg Lot
Pavilion

Noted. Encouraging more visitation is not an objective
Noted. Infrastructure will incorporate vandal-proof designs. Enforcement policies will incorporate
vandalism concerns
Noted
This is reflected in the zoning framework
Noted
Noted
Noted.
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted. Will be addressed in the Class EA.
Noted
Noted
Policy constraints restrict this option
Noted. Will be addressed in the Class EA.
Education and interpretation are key elements of the management plan
Bus turn around options will be considered
Noted
Noted

General Design
Building Design, Policy
Class EA

Education/Interpretation

Class EA

Appendix D - Comment Disposition Table

UID
331
332
333
334
335

Comments Received
picnic do not need to be organized by CVC
first come to first serve
Same as Area 1
washroom fine
do not an information hub, more signage or interpretation

336

maintain structures in good conditions

337
338
339
340
341

Minimum interference, natural is natural
less is more - minimal, effective change maintaing a simple park
Rural not 'city'
Simple is best
most changes can be a benefit

342

maintenance of existing features would honour what is already present and the investment already made

343

Wod Cloud, As a holistic decision making process, management planning balances a science-based approach with a community driven approach; provide
sustainable recreaiton opportunities; viable solutions for sustainable conservation area operations; natural function and connectivity; develope viable solutions
for sustaiable conservation area operations. who talks like that? an environmental studies student writing an essay?

344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353

what activities are you doing at belfountain… note that we weren't looking for an education centre.
key challenges: enhance the visitor experience. Note that the park is always full
provide interpretive and site specific information. For stupid people who do not know why the enjoy the park.
class environmental assessment. This is CVC's way of passing the buck. Your job should be to ensure safety and sustainability of the dam. Fish don't really care.
Who let the pond silt up? Who didn't maintain the park? Who didn't repair the terrace?
people want picnics not preaching
no visitors centre for education programmes and events to "engage users"
multi-lingual communications - for political correctness?!
redesigning picnic areas - combine something good with something not so good
why is there are staging area proposed?
no interpret signs!

Stakeholder Advisory
Committee

Technical
Steering
Committee

CVC Staff Open
House

Public
Informaiton
Centre

Email, Meeting or Report Section/ Area of
Other
Interest

Notes

Pavilion
Pavilion
Project Area 3
Project Area 4
Project Area 4

Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted
Noted. A maintenance schedule for the cultural heritage features will be developed as part of the
Cultural Design - pg 1
management plan.
Project Area 4
Noted
Cultural Design - pg 1 Noted.
Pavilion
Noted
Project Area 3
Noted
Project Area 4
Noted
Noted. A maintenance schedule for the cultural heritage features will be developed as part of the
Project Area 5
management plan.
General

Noted.

General
General
Signage

Noted.
Noted.
Noted

Class EA

Noted.

General
Visitor Centre
Objective 6
Project Area 3
Project Area 4
Signage

Noted.
Noted
Noted.
Noted.
Noted.
Noted.

354

There needs to be a better explanation for why this plan is being undertaken. More specifically, there needs to be an explanation for the different parts of this
plan since studying removing the dam is in many ways un-related to adding additional parking.

General

355

2. You specifically mention CVC would like to improve visitors’ experience in the park. Have you surveyed visitors to ask them what they would like to improve
their experience? If so, can we see the results of that survey?

General

Belfountain Visitor Survey Report was sent to Respondent
A survey directed specifically toward local residents has not been conducted. Local residents and
interested members of the public are engaged in the management plan through the consultation
process. The SAC represents a broad range of interest groups and has (and will continue to) provide
input into the management plan.
Noted. It has been recognized that parking and traffic through this area is related to a variety of
factors, including local tourism, visitation to natural areas (Belfountain CA and Forks of the Credit)
and the popularity of fall colour tours. CVC will be working with Region, Town and other agency
partners to identify and try to address challenges related to parking and traffic within the Hamlet
holistically.

3. Has CVC surveyed Belfountain residents as to their concerns/desires for the park? If so, can we see the results of that survey?

General

357

4. As a lifelong resident of Belfountain, I’ve seen considerable change in use. Without the benefit of a survey, my observation is that the park has changed from
being primarily used by the local community (It was the local swimming hole.) to use by people from farther afield. The result is that there is more demand for
parking and the village is being asked to cope with impacts that provide them with limited benefits.

General

358

5. When the impacts of noise and traffic related to the park are added to the general impacts of tourism and development on Belfountain, most residents would
tell you the village is already beyond its carrying capacity as related to both social and environmental impacts.

General

Noted

359

6. According to your website, "Credit Valley Conservation (CVC) is a community-based environmental organization, dedicated to protecting, restoring and
managing the natural resources of the Credit River Watershed.” Given “protection” is your first order of business, any changes made to the park should
have environmental and heritage protection at the top of the list.

General

Protection, Appreciation and Recreation are CVC’s three underlying objectives for the management
of its conservation areas, with protection being the top priority. All three objectives are important,
and are considered to be the major, if not only reason for the Authority to own and manage
conservation land. The objectives recognize that without protection, there will be diminishing
quantities and qualities of natural heritage features to appreciate. It further recognizes that without
public awareness of environmental processes and stewardship, it will be difficult for the Authority to
maintain conservation areas and permit use on a sustainable basis.

360

7. Has CVC studied the environmental impacts of visitor use? If so, can we see the results?

General

CVC’s Lands Monitoring Program inventories and monitors the condition of Authority owned land.
The Program collects data related to general property conditions, as well as inventories all existing
sanctioned and unsanctioned trails. Information was sent to the respondent

361

8. Given I do not know what the environment impact is, I will base my assessment on anecdotal evidence. The environment of the park is deteriorating for a
number of reasons including high use. One way to alleviate this is to limit use.

General

Day use activities and impact at Belfountain Conservation Area is confined to approximately 2ha
(15% of Belfountain Conservation Area and 3.5% of the Complex). The management plan will
identify strategies for alleviating environmental impacts caused by visitors and other disturbances
(for example, riparian erosion along the West Credit River).

General

Comments Noted. The summary report form the public consultation session has been updated to
incorporate these comments.

General

CVC is open to exploring opportunities and partnerships with the local community. The graph and
text below is an excerpt from the Background Report for the Belfountain Complex. Data was sent ot
respondent.

362

363

364

365

11. In years past, the village was involved in cleaning up the park and planting. I strongly urge CVC to reinstate these work days. In my experience they were well
attended and gave the village a sense of “community ownership" of the park which can translate into many benefits for the park.

12. I suggest separating the discussion about removal of the dam from other park issues since I think one will complicate the other.

Partnerships

General

N/A

The unique natural and cultural features of the Belfountain Complex combined with the pressures of
aging infrastructure, visitor impacts and a lack of framework guiding the future management of the
property, have identified it as a priority area for the development of a management plan.
Management, or master, plans are an industry standard and policy dictates that management plans
be prepared for each conservation area to ensure the appropriate and transparent management of
the property. Guiding policies and documents that dictate the necessity of management plans are
as follows: CA Strategy, NEP, Management Agreements.

356

9. At the afternoon session in Cheltenham, I wrote comments suggesting two things that were not brought forward in your draft report. They include: 1) The
number of visitors per day be limited. Once the limit has been reached, no more visitors will be able to enter. This will address both social and environmental
concerns as long as the number of visitors is no more, and preferably less, than what we currently have. 2) No tour busses be permitted to use the park, similarly
no large groups be accommodated. Some of the new facilities are to accommodate large groups. I’d argue that they can be better accommodated at larger
conservation areas already having facilities for large groups. In combination, these changes would keep use of the park at a manageable level, reduce or even
eliminate the need for expensive new facilities and reduce the likelihood that people have to be turned away since a large group will not take up all of the
allocated occupancy.
10. Can you provide a budget of what it currently costs to operate the park and what portion of this cost comes from admissions? Possibly there is a way to make
up any loss in gate revenues (admissions) if the Belfountain Community Organization (BCO) were to assist CVC in selling annual memberships to local residents. I
believe the BCO would be open to having a membership drive. There may an opportunity to combine the BCO’s membership drive with one for the conservation
area.

Area Integrated (if applicable)

Comment Noted. Community members can now enter BCA free of charge if they arrive by active
transportation.
Noted. CVC acknowledges that undertaking both the management planning process and the
environmental assessment process simultaneously may be confusing. Both of these planning
process are required, however, and we hope to be able to streamline the implementation of the
management plan and the outcome of the Class EA in order to minimize disruption to neighbours.
Both processes require separate public consultation and documentation, and CVC, along with the
Region of Peel, will work together to organize and streamline future consultations (for example,
renting out a large space where progress from all of the projects can be displayed and discussed).

Policy
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366

13. CVC needs to be more forthcoming in its plans for the park. I was told at the Cheltenham meeting that under no circumstances were there plans for a facility
to accommodate weddings or movies, but I understand that at a subsequent meeting with the BCO these things were on the table.

General

CVC is still early in the management planning process and is still seeking public and stakeholder input
on the proposed projects and recommendations. Wedding ceremonies and film shoots are
permitted activities within Belfountain Conservation Area, and at most CVC CAs. These activities
require access permits from CVC and the scale and scope of these activities is outlined in these
permits. Wedding ceremonies currently take place on the Terrace or in the picnic area, and based on
recommendations from CVC’s advisory committees, we will be exploring opportunities for offering a
covered area in case of poor weather (currently, there is no alternative). This includes the proposed
pavilion and the meeting space/classroom in the proposed visitor centre.

367

14. I suggest that whatever is done in the park encourages more walking traffic and less arrive-by-car and sit-and-eat traffic.

General

Noted

368

Most importantly? As I believe my colleague indicated, we do not want to increase the visitation to the park. This will create additional congestion in our already
tiny community. So I do not support any activities that overtly increase visitation, such as enlarging the parking area, putting additional parking outside the park
and bussing visitors in, etc. Indeed, increasing visitation is fundamentally contrary to the goal statement of protecting and enhancing the site.

General

Noted. Increased visitation is not an objective of the management plan

Policy

General

Noted. Increased visitation is not an objective of the management plan

Policy

General

Noted. Increased visitation is not an objective of the management plan

Policy

General

Noted

General

Noted

General

Noted

General

Noted. CVC is aware and has been incolved in the other projects occurring in and around the
Belfountain area. These comments have been taken under advisement.

General

Noted. CVC is working with our partner organizations on these projects. Risk of consultation fatigue
is noted - we are working to minimize this as much as possible.

General

Noted

369

370

371

372

373

374

375

376

377

378

Please consider capping the number of people who visit the park, to ensure ecological integrity and environmental sustainability of the natural environment. Your
strategic plans speaks about habitat destruction and alteration. Ensure that activities being discussed for the park don’t allow more habitat destruction. If there is
no more room for vehicles, don’t let any more in. This can be accommodated as you revamp the entrance way and relocate the wee staff building that is in the
middle of the laneway.
Upgrading the facilities is a great idea, including washroom facilities closer to the trails, better signage, fixing the terrace, etc. But please do not damage the tree
cover or green space to accommodate more people. Provide the improvements with the maximum of 20,000 - 30,000 visitors as your maximum, as indicated by
Eric. Protect first, then enhance, as stated in your goal statement.
The area of concern is Belfountain. Please ensure that all additional conversations, open houses and public engagement initiatives are held in that community. Eric
dutifully explained why it was held in Cheltenham, but I believe greater effort on CVC’s part to use the Belfountain school or the local hall would have garnered
more support and brought out more citizens for comment.
The poster displays were “old school”, crowded and confusing. There are newer and better ways to communicate detailed information to the public for effective
comment and engagement. What made my visit so very rewarding and informative was having Eric provide the key messages on each of the posters as we
walked through the displays. Those key messages were all that was needed on the posters. Additional text could have been provided in a hand out. I would highly
recommend re-doing the posters for the next public engagement event. And please remove the excess capital letters. Their use discourages the casual reader
from reading all the text.
Statement of Interest in the Plan
Belfountain Village is a focal point for our family. We recreate and appreciate heritage and natural features in and around the Complex on almost a daily basis.
Additionally, we have relationships with community members who also take active interest in the Complex; developments of common interest (such as the Plan)
are one aspect of those relationships. As a result, our family has interests in the following valued planning components, which are potentially affected by the
proposed Plan:
• Socio-economic
• Environmental
• Cultural
• Heritage
Planning Context and Community Consultation
Belfountain and the extended Belfountain Community area1 is unique. Your initial Situation Analysis and consultation plan may have already identified the
following critical planning context and consultation elements:
1. Residents have an extremely strong connection to the Community area. Feelings are particularly strong in respect of preserving its rural character and natural
features.
2. A combination of proposed developments with potential to impact those features has sensitized the community. The proposals include:
(a) The proposed Plan;
(b) GTA West proposed highway and corridor;
(c) Reactivation of the Enterac (“Orb Developments”) subdivision;
(d) Region of Peel Class Environmental Assessment for Mississauga Road and village improvements;
(e) Peel Region Goods Movement Master Plan;
(f) 2015 Review of Provincial Planning Statement;
(g) Legacy impact from the Rockford Quarry proposal and Municipal Board Hearings;
(h) Ancillary pressures from development in the region leading to increased commuter and recreational traffic.
3. The external stresses listed in #2, have impacted relationships within the community, such that:
(a) past arrangements for community representation may no longer apply;
(b) communication channels and methods have changed;
(c) community cohesiveness has been negatively impacted;
(d) consensus-building may require greater effort.
4. Limited internet service in the Community area (i.e. outside the village) will limit on-line consultation (i.e. access to large files and web-based information while possible - is not inexpensive or else is not convenient). More “traditional” methods should be maintained.
Key Planning Concern with Project Areas and Projects
Taking a more integrated approach to planning is a key concern I would like to see addressed by CVC. From my perspective it seems that the numerous proposals
in item #2, above, are being pursued separately. There are three problems with this:
A. Possibilities for creative solutions through synergies among the proposals will be lost.
B. The separate approaches are bound to create greater stress on, and among, the community, which further erodes community cohesiveness, and; C. It creates a
risk of “consultation fatigue”, resulting in less than effective feedback
to planners and project proponents.
General Comment
CVC should be commended for incorporating interactive elements in its open house storyboards (i.e. The “Agree-Disagree” “dotmocracy” method). But, given
that Belfountain residents have a strong history of being very engaged in proposals affecting their community, this method risks a “reactive”response, when a
collaborative and consensus-building one is preferred. Additionally, the “Agree-Disagree” continuum does not allow for alternative ideas and other creative
suggestions. A greater degree of community involvement is warranted. Such involvement should reflect a level of engagement that is commensurate with
residents’ interests and concerns for potential impact from the various proposed projects. Use of the International Association for Public Participation framework
is suggested, comprised of its: Spectrum of Public Participation; Tool Box, Core Values and Code of Ethics (available at: www.iap2.org and www.iap2Canada.ca). A
preferred method may be to advance the Plan after confirming community support for the Goals, but include an assessment of potential impacts of the proposed
projects, then apply collaboratively developed mitigations. This should be implemented within a management system framework, which involves a clear process
with community involvement for validating results and evaluating progress against Goals, or making adjustments, using predetermined measures.
Comments on Project Areas
In addition to ongoing community involvement, CVC should undertake the next phase of planning in closer collaboration with the proponents of The Orb
Development, Peel Region and Town of Caledon to explore synergies that will provide overall community benefit and mitigate potential negative impacts. With
respect to specific Project Areas,this could include the following.
i) Project Area 1 contemplates parking lot re-development. What options exist to create overflow parking as part of a parkland dedication by Orb (if the
subdivision proceeds), with pedestrian access to the Complex? This could have the benefit of reducing traffic congestion in the village-proper and mitigate
potential concerns recently expressed by community members 2.

Partnerships

Noted. CVC is working with our partner organizations on these projects.

Partnerships

This option (parking and parkland dedications) is being explored with our partner organizations.

379

ii) Project Area 1 contemplates a new indoor visitor centre large enough for meetings, education programs and events. Rather than risk a potential conflict with
adjacent residences, what options exist to rehabilitate the old Community Hall in collaboration with Town of Caledon (again, with pedestrian access to the
Complex) for these purposes?

Visitor Centre

There are specific needs associated with the conservaiton area, including CA interpretaiton,
operational space and areas for current visitors to take shelter. Options for accessibility and parking
are also considerations. Opporutnities for better pedestrian access between the Hamlet and BCA
will also be explored.

380

iii) In connection with i) and ii), Peel Region could contribute to constructing safe pedestrian access to the Complex. This could partially address their proposal to
build sidewalks in the village-proper by reducing pedestrian flow through it. Peel’s proposal for sidewalks in the village was strongly opposed by some of its
residents.

Partnerships

Noted. CVC is working with the Region to address pedestrian access and flow as part of a larger
traffic management plan for the area.

Appendix D - Comment Disposition Table

UID

381

382

Comments Received
iv) CVC and the Town of Caledon could incorporate the Complex as part of an overall heritage designation for Belfountain. Management of the Complex could be
planned within this larger context, helping to address traffic and pedestrian congestion issues. This may also help to guide appropriate development of the
proposed pavilion and redesigned picnic area in Project Area 2, to address the stated concerns for potential conflicts between nearby residences and use of any
expanded facilities.
v) We “agree” with Projects 3 - 7, subject to:
• Receipt of more detailed information on the projects
• More community engagement with respect to potential impacts and mitigations
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General

The history of the site has a strong influence is the design and style of the features for the
management plan. Ongoing maintenance and development of some of the cultural features is
currently under review (i.e. Dam). CVC will work with the town as this designation becomes a
priority for them.

General

Noted. Additional community engagement will occur over the course of 2015.

383

What does "traditional park experiences" mean? (referring to the vision)

vision

384

How do you define sustainable?

385

What does "Barrier Free Design" mean?

386

Can you explain “interpretive” and “commemorative” signage?

387

Has anyone investigated non-signage information delivery such as technology or cell phones?

388

Visitor's Centre or Events Centre? There seems to be confusion between what is presented on the presentation boards and what you are saying.

Visitor Centre

389

Will the Visitor's Centre be built within the existing footprint? Will it be expanded?

Visitor Centre

390

How much flat, useable space is there once you're inside the gate?

General

Objective 6

Signage
Education

General

BCA has been a park, in much the same manner as it is today, for a century. Visitors have been
partaking in much of the same recreational experiences, such as picnicking, hiking, photography and
fishing, at BCA for one hundred years. We would like to see these activities continue, and enhance
them. As an example, a non-traditional park experience could be mountain biking.
It has different definitions depending on the context, but, for example, what we mean in objective 5,
is that recreation will not negatively impact the environment, funding will sustain continued
operation of the park
For Belfountain CA, it means accessible where feasible so accessible washrooms and perhaps an
accessible Pond Loop Trail. AODA Legislation defines the meaning of accessible. Given the naturally
difficult terrain in Belfountain CA, we will be looking at making some key day use areas “as accessible
as possible”
It really means signage that offers educational material about the site – whether natural or cultural
Yes, it could be a combination of traditional signage and plaques with more modern approaches such
as QR codes.
It's a Visitor's Centre that may have meeting or event space
It could be built on the existing footprint or the most efficient use of space may see a reconfiguration
of the building location and parking lot to maximize use and parking.
The active day use area is about 2ha

391

What is the impetus for this project?

General

We need to complete a management plan for this property as a best practice to guide its
management. Policy dictates that we need to, agreements also dictate we need to. BCA is a special
place, it is one of CVC's Core 10 conservation areas, it is also one of our four active conservation
areas and the management plan will provide a vision for its future management. Aging infrastructure
requires improvements; this plan will give it a fresh look. This is not change for change sake. We
could do improvements as we have been but if we have to look at significant investment in aging
infrastructure, why not do it once and do it right.

392

When will you have a better scope? That is what we are all waiting for, we need a better idea of what you are proposing.

General

We are looking for public input at this stage in the process to ensure that all opportunities are
understood and issues are being addressed. If we, for example, got detailed designs for a picnic
pavilion, and stakeholder consultations determined that a pavilion is not needed, it would be a waste
of resources and staff time to pursue a project to that stage.

393

Who signs off on these concept plans, does BCO?

General

394

Are you still consulting the other members of the SAC, because no one was there at the last meeting?

General

395

How would you respond if we wanted the park closed? There is no enjoyment for us on the weekends here. Motorists, cyclists, picnickers, and quite frankly, this
process is negative for us with everything else that is going on in Belfountain. There is no peace and quiet and we don't feel like you are taking it seriously. If they
only came during the week, it would be one thing but more people on weekends is just too much. When you are here and are exposed to it, the impacts on the
community of this small conservation area with too many people, expanding doesn't make sense. Send them to Terra Cotta, send them to Orangeville, it's nice up
there.

396

397
398

Perhaps you should raise the fees to $25 per person (as a deterrent )

People that live here remember when we were given annual passes for helping the caretakers with the upkeep of the property and now we have to pay to use
our own greenspace.
Why not implement a reservation system like at Provincial Parks? Why are you not looking at creative solutions to these issues?

General

General

General
General

Education/Interpretation

No, the BCO is one voice on the Stakeholder Advisory Committee, and all stakeholders have the
opportunity to comment on the plans. CVC’s Board of Directors, the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Forestry and the Niagara Escarpment Commission are the approval bodies for this management
plan.
Yes, and all members will be circulated on the meeting minutes.
With respect to visitation and parking, with the amount of use here, directing it elsewhere is not a
simple solution. This is why we have a conservation areas system each property with their own
unique opportunities and challenges. If we reorient the parking lot at BCA, we may get a few extra
spots but it isn't going to solve the parking issue in the Hamlet so we are looking at broad solutions
to parking in this area in general.
With respect to user fees, as it stands currently, it is as it has been and these fees help fund
maintenance and operation of the park. But we are exploring different ideas such as active
transportation incentives where, for example, if you hike or bike to the park, you do not have to pay
an admission fee but if you arrive by car, you will pay a parking fee. Maintain affordable options for
visitors is an objective of the management plan.
The cosnervation area is now free to use for community members that arrive by active
transportation
CVC is looking at opportunities to improve its picnic reservation system

Policy
Policy

We are working with the Town and Region to look at long term solutions to a number of challenges.
Maybe it is a walk-in or bus-in community during this time. Can we direct tourists to Terra Cotta CA
where they would get on a bus to go through Belfountain or to the Badlands? We recently acquired
the Pinchin Pit just north of here and there may be an opportunity to alleviate some of the parking
issues in the Hamlet by adding a sizeable parking lot on that site. Some of these solutions may
include parking outside the Hamlet and bussing people in.

399

The Town should look at a Walk-in Community on weekends and during peak periods such as Fall Colours

General

400

Is there any opportunity to put in parking on the south end of the Provincial Park?

General

401

The only access to the entire complex is concentrated in this small location. Are there opportunities to add additional parking to spread it out throughout the
complex?

402

Are you under some kind of pressure to increase revenue?

General

403

Is there an impetus to increase visitation?

General

404

Is there a daily limit to how many people can use the conservation area

General

405

Is there a chance to decrease visitation or to make it smaller? We are overcrowded so why escalate the problem by increasing amenities and services, why
bigger?

General

406

What about weddings and film shoots. Is this still in the plan?

General

Through our permit process, we will look at scale. Small film shoots can be accommodated as we do
in our other conservation areas. These activites currently exist at BCA.

Parking Lot

Area Integrated (if applicable)

We can look into it but it is owned by the Province and would have to be something they are
interested in doing.
We do own the former Christie Property which is something we did look at. It does allow you to get
close to the trail system but as you can imagine, the steep terrain presents a challenge in getting
users to the trail system from any potential parking lot.
No
We do get pressure with respect to how much we spend in contrast to how much we make in
revenue. There is pressure on the Authority as a whole but we are not doing the Belfountain
Management Plan with the premise of making more money.
There isn't a daily maximum that we have determined. Capacity is dictated by parking.
The focus is not to make it bigger. We have an office building that is deteriorating; we could use
better washroom facilities, if we need to make improvements to the office, to the washrooms, why
not ask the questions, do we need office space? Community space? Event space? For how many
people? For what uses?

407

What is the natural state of the West Credit River in the headpond location?

Class EA

It isn’t clear what the natural state of the river was prior to the dam and headpond creation (clear
photo documentation does not exist). Sometime around 1860 a dam was developed in this location
to power an onsite mill. Mack purchased the property in and built the dam around 1908. We can
infer that likely it was a river channel through the headpond and historical photos show a lower
natural (rocky) drop in elevation where the dam is currently situated.

408

What is the impact of lowering the dam’s elevation?

Class EA

The intent of lowering the dam is to maintain segregation of fish species, keeping non-native Brown
and Rainbow Trout downstream but providing upstream access to Atlantic Salmon (which can clear
up a dam up to 2m in height).

Policy
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409

Is the Willoughby/Stonecutter’s Dam part of the EA study area?

Class EA

410

Why do people want Atlantic Salmon above the dam?

Class EA

411

You mentioned previously that American Eel are present in this stretch of the Credit River? Where exactly are they located and what impacts will this project have
on them?

Class EA

Notes
The Willoughby Dam is not part of the study area but does factor into the dam safety rating. The
preferred alternative will account for downstream impacts.
Historically, there is some evidence that suggests that Atlantic Salmon may have been present
upstream of the Belfountain Dam. There is a record of a large specimen caught between the
Willoughby and Belfountain Dams.
American Eel have been recorded between the Willoughby and Belfountain Dams. Though they are
present, this stretch of the Credit River is not identified as breeding habitat and the project will not
affect their lifecycle.

412

Can you describe the options for the headpond?

Class EA

All alternatives are evaluated in the EA and are closely related to the options for the dam including
keeping the headpond as is and perhaps dredging periodically to address noted impacts. Other
alternatives include decommissioning dam and naturalizing the river channel where the headpond is
situated or creating an offline dam and natural channel, repairing dam, replacing dam with a new
structure as well as modifying the dam by lowering its elevation or spillway

413

What are options for removing the sediment?

Class EA

Periodic dredging of the sediment and disposing of it is one option (headpond maintenance plan).
Another option is to permit small amounts of sediment to transport downstream gradually, as it may
naturally .
Sediment has filled in the headpond over time making it more shallow thus accelerating warming
temperatures. Cold water springs run off from the escarpment into the West Credit River in many
areas throughout Belfountain CA. They contribute cool water to the system, which creates suitable
habitat for Brook Trout and other coldwater species. Options in the EA will look at how best to direct
cold water springs to ensure that the valuable addition of cold water is not lost on the system.

414

Can you explain how the natural springs and sediment impact Brook Trout?

Class EA

415

Why can bussing not be implemented at the beginning of the park operating season?

General

CVC is working with our partners to look at all options to alleviate traffic and visitor management in
the area. This will take time to determine the right solutions and will take a tremendous amount of
coordination between CVC, the Town of Caledon, O.P.P. and the Region and though we may not be
able to implement some or all solutions in 2015, we are confident that we can in 2016

416

reservation system similar to Ontario Parks could better manage volume of visitors to Belfountain Conservation Area. Visitors can purchase admission/picnic sites
for specific timeframes to help manage capacity within the park, reduce volume of traffic within Belfountain and may result in more even visitation

General

A reservation system for medium to large groups is being considered as part of the policy matrix for
BCA

417

Has CVC considered repurposing the conservation area as it relates to uses such as large picnics? On the weekends and holidays, the conservation area is
overwhelmed by large groups and families. Have you considered removing bbq rentals and picnics and directing groups to other conservation areas such as Terra
Cotta CA?

General

Large groups are and will be directed to TCCA. Special events, that do not include picnics are a
consideration and suggestions are welcome. Traditional recreational experiences (hiking, picnics,
photography, etc.) have been consulted on and are part of the management plan

418
419

options for the Belfountain Community Centre that could be a potential partnership
manmade creations are not value added; nature is Belfountain Conservation Area’s biggest asset and draw for visitors.

Partnerships
General

420

Can you describe the Accessible Pond Loop Trail project?

Trail System

421

Who completes the evaluation of the Dam and Headpond alternatives?

Class EA

422

Why is the Dam and Headpond alternatives not completed as part of the management plan?

Class EA

423

When do you anticipate the conclusion date of the EA?

Class EA

424

When do you anticipate implementing the management plan?

General

425

Given the conservation area is so small, you can’t cram in many more visitors then what currently exists. Perhaps closing the park for a year will give visitors an
opportunity to appreciate/favor other conservation areas. It is helpful to discuss limiting carrying capacity to limit impacts on both the conservation area and the
Hamlet e.g. reservation system, increasing admission prices.

General

426

We are happy to see that the management plan’s recommendation for additional parking isn’t really about accommodating more people. Is this correct?

General

427

advertising and marketing in airports, Headwaters Tourism magazines, Mazda commercials are adding to the problem. There is also another 30,000 more
residents planned for just south of the conservation area that should be part of evaluating solutions.

General

Area Integrated (if applicable)

We welcome any potential partnership with the Hamlet or BCO
Noted
When considering trail redevelopment, CVC looks at where we can make infrastructure accessible
(as it relates to legislation requirements). We are not able to make the entire Pond Loop Trail
accessible due to the escarpment terrain, but we are looking at options to make the portion of the
trail from the staircase along the southern edge of the headpond accessible and incorporate a
lookout and rest area.
AMEC will complete the evaluation with input from CVC’s Technical Steering Committee,
Stakeholder Advisory Committee, agency partners and the public - • There will be opportunities for
feedback on the evaluation and the alternatives as some can be merged and/or changed
When considering alterations or removal of a dam structure, there is a provincial process that is
required to evaluate the impacts of all options with approval from the Ministry of the Environment
and Climate Change. Though CVC is undertaking two separate processes (Management Plan and
Dam and Headpond EA), we anticipate the two processes to intersect and conclude together
sometime in 2016.
The first Information Centre is September 2015. The second Information Centre is November 2015.
We anticipate submitting our completed EA to the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
in April/May 2016. Once approval has been granted, the project must be implemented within 5
years.
Implementation of both plans is dependent on funding, regulatory timing windows (fisheries). The
best case scenario is to begin work after the conservation area operating season (after October) and
work through the winter and into the following year to complete all projects at the same time
causing the least amount of disruption to both the Hamlet and operation of the conservation area.
The intention of the management plan is not to bring in more visitors, but to enhance the current
visitor experience. The capacity for parking in the conservation area limits the capacity for visitors in
the conservation area.
When we have concept plans available for review and comment, you will see we will likely have a
few additional parking spots and an area to accommodate a shuttle bus turnaround. People are
coming to this area and to the conservation area and our hope is that the issue of parking and
congestion will be resolved by working with our partners on long-term solutions outside the
conservation area, Hamlet and area.
Noted. These are being taken into consideration within the context of the management plan.

Policy

Appendix E: Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space and CVC Conservation Area Classification

NEPOSS CLASSIFICATION
Zone

Nature Reserve

Natural
Environment

Description

Management Direction

Nature Reserves represent the
most significant and distinctive
natural areas and landforms
found along the Niagara
Escarpment. These areas serve to
protect selected life science and
earth science ANSIs.

Management practices and uses
in a Nature Reserve will ensure
that the features and values for
which it was established remain
protected in perpetuity

Natural Environment lands are
characterized by the variety and
combination of outstanding
natural heritage features, cultural
heritage features and
outstanding landscape.
Recreation parks are some of the
best recreational environments
along the escarpment.
Such parks occur naturally or are
capable of being developed to
provide a wide variety of outdoor
recreation opportunities in
attractive Escarpment
surroundings.

Recreation

Natural Environment lands
provide opportunities for the
protection of important natural
heritage features and cultural
heritage features.
Management and development
of resources is appropriate in
order to provide the
recreational environment and
facilities required to support a
wide variety of activities, which
may be for day use only.
While public use of recreation
parks may include more
intensive activities or uses than
at other NEPOSS parks, these
activities will be suited to the
natural character of the
particular park. Such activities
must occur in zones identified in
an approved management plan
and be conducted in an
environmentally sustainable
manner.
Development of facilities must
be designed and undertaken
in a way that will minimize the
environmental impact of the
development

CVC CLASSIFICATION
Permitted Uses
(subject to management planning)
Access to Nature Reserve class parks will not be widely
promoted due to the sensitivity of the features in them.
Activities will be limited to those that can further
scientific understanding and education (e.g., scientific
research, natural history interpretation, nature trails or
the Bruce Trail).
Facilities will be kept to a minimum. Forestry or tree
cutting in a life science ANSI in public ownership will be
permitted where it is necessary to maintain the
features for which the area was designated, for
emergency access or to implement uses permitted in an
approved NEPOSS management plan that are not in
conflict with the NEP.
Activities may range from back-country hiking in the
interior to car-camping and day-use activities in the
more developed or accessible areas. Agencies should
consider compatible uses within the park or open
space.

Zone

Natural
Environment

Certain activities or functions such as those listed above
may be considered if such use is a secondary or an offseason use at an approved recreational facility. For
example, a ski lodge where food is served during the
winter may be used for occasional day conferences
during off-season periods.

These are conservation areas that
are dominated by large undisturbed
natural heritage features which are,
as a minimum, considered to be
regionally significant.

Management of these
conservation areas will ensure the
long term protection of the
features and natural processes for
which the reserve was established.

Recreation

Permitted Uses

Refer to Zoning

These are conservation areas that
encompass a variety of high quality
natural heritage features which
represent the regional character of
the watershed.
These are conservation areas that
provide the best of the Authority's
recreational environments. In
general, they are suitable for
moderate to high intensity outdoor
recreation activities that are linked
to the conservation areas natural
setting.

Visitor service facilities with a retail component may be
permitted.

Note: Intensive commercial facilities, such as fullservice restaurants, banquet halls, lodges, hotels,
conference centres, retreats, schools, spas and
buildings with provision for fully serviced overnight
accommodation, as distinct from camping, will not be
permitted.

Management Direction

Nature Reserve

Facilities for overnight camping may be provided;
including campgrounds, temporary yurts and tents,
lean-to’s and subserviced cabins.

Small-scale, special-purpose facilities designed and
operated in support of natural history, environmental
and UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve and related
programming, which may include fully serviced
overnight accommodations with meals for facility
guests only, are permitted. They may also be allowed as
an accessory use if specifically permitted in an
approved management plan.

Description

Management of these
conservation areas will be directed
toward protection of these
features and may provide high
quality outdoor recreation
activities.
Management will be directed
toward developing and operating
sustainable outdoor recreation
programs.

Refer to Zoning

Refer to Zoning

NEPOSS CLASSIFICATION
Zone

Historical

Escarpment
Access

Resource
Management

Description

Management Direction

Historical parks or open spaces
are characterized by the
distinctive features that
represent the Escarpment’s
archaeological and historic
heritage
Escarpment Access parks or open
spaces will complement the
larger and, in some cases, more
developed parks or open space
areas, by providing opportunities
for public access to the Niagara
Escarpment at appropriate points
of interest along it. Generally,
these areas are small (4 ha
– 25 ha).

Historical parks or open spaces
are intended to protect and
interpret the distinctive features
representative of the
Escarpment’s archaeological
and historic heritage.
Escarpment Access parks or
open spaces are intended to
provide opportunities for public
access to the Escarpment.

Resource Management Areas
include certain public lands that
are managed primarily to provide
resource-related benefits such as
forest products, fish and wildlife,
or flood control.

Resource Management Areas
are intended to provide many
benefits, including recreation
opportunities, the protection of
important natural heritage
features and cultural heritage
features, and resource products.

CVC CLASSIFICATION
Permitted Uses
(subject to management planning)
Development of facilities in these lands will be oriented
primarily to the protection, enhancement and
interpretation of the archaeological or historical
characteristics of the site.

Zone

Description

Management Direction

Permitted Uses

-

-

-

-

Modest facilities may be provided to support day use
activities at viewpoints, rest areas, trailheads, picnic
sites, scenic areas, fishing areas, beaches or other
points of interest.
Access

In most cases, these areas will
undergo more intensive
resource management that the
other classifications.

Use of these areas may include sustainable forest and
wildlife management, and activities such as hiking,
cross-country skiing and nature appreciation

Resource
Management

These are conservation areas that
provide appropriate public access to
a variety of sites within the
Watershed that are not part of the
Conservation Area System. These
Areas provide access to a number of
the regional trail systems, the Credit
River and its tributaries and other
publicly owned lands.

These are conservation areas that
are managed primarily to provide
natural resource related benefits
such as forest products, fish and
wildlife, erosion control and flood
protection.

Refer to Zoning

Refer to Zoning

Appendix F: Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space and CVC Conservation Area Zoning

NEPOSS ZONES
Zone

Reserve

Description

Management Direction

Nature Reserve Zones include
significant natural heritage features or
areas that require careful management
to ensure the long-term protection of
their natural features.

Nature Reserve Zones are
predominately natural and should
contain naturally functioning
ecosystems.

This type of zone should ensure
ecological diversity and provide longterm protection for significant natural
heritage features such as the following:
• Habitat of endangered, threatened
and rare species or species of special
concern
• Wildlife and fish habitat
• Hydrological systems (e.g., streams,
wetlands, ponds)
• Woodlands
• ANSIs

Such zones should protect natural
heritage features in the long term.

CVC ZONES
Permitted Uses
(subject to management planning)

Zone

To protect, preserve and rehabilitate identified
natural heritage features, visitor uses are
limited or restricted.
Development is generally restricted to trails,
necessary signs, interpretative facilities (where
warranted), temporary research facilities and
conservation practices.

Description

Management Direction

Natural Heritage Conservation
Zones include relatively undisturbed
natural features which are at a
minimum considered to be locally
or regionally significant or are sites
containing sensitive natural features
that contribute to maintaining a
healthy ecosystem.

Management activities are limited
to those that ensure the long
range protection of natural values.

Natural Heritage Appreciation
Zones include aesthetic natural
landscapes and representative
natural features for the region.

Resource Management is
permitted to the extent that it
rehabilitates sites impacted by
human activity, enhances the
natural character of the landscape
and does not interfere with other
permitted uses.

Permitted Uses
Low intensity activities that are compatible with
the natural heritage values and functions of the
feature of resource.
Development and repair or replacement of
essential services will be permitted. New
infrastructure development not related to
essential services is not permitted; however,
repair or removal of existing infrastructure will be
permitted. Recreation infrastructure is limited to
environmentally appropriate trails and facilities
necessary for passive recreation. Temporary
facilities for research may be permitted.

Nature Reserve

Escarpment features (e.g., brow, slope,
face, toe, and related landforms)
Natural Zones include aesthetic
landscapes in which a minimum of
development is permitted to support
low- to moderate-intensity recreational
activities.

The Natural Zone can function as a
buffer between Development
Zones and Historical or Nature
Reserve zones.
Natural Zones are not permitted in
Nature Reserve class parks.

Low to moderate intensity recreational
activities are permitted.
A minimal level of development (e.g., trails,
backcountry campsites, necessary signs and
minimal interpretive facilities) is permitted to
support low-intensity recreational activities.

Natural

This type of zone includes natural
landscapes and high-quality natural
settings.

Access

Access Zones serve as staging areas
(e.g., trailheads, parking lots) where
minimal facilities support the use of
Nature Reserve Zones and relatively
undeveloped Natural and Historical
zones.

Access Zones are intended to
support the use of and access to
adjacent zones.

Development may include minimal facilities to
support Nature Reserve, Natural and Historical
Zones. Examples include roads, signs,
trailheads and parking lots.

Historical Zones include significant
archaeological or cultural heritage
features or areas that require
management that will ensure the longterm protection of the significant
features.

Management planning for
archaeological or cultural heritage
features may range from
maintaining their present
condition to restoring and/or
reconstructing the site.

Development will include protection and
interpretation of archaeological or cultural
heritage features. Examples include
interpretive, educational, research and
management facilities, trails, signs, and
historical.

Historical

Natural Heritage
Appreciation

Natural Heritage Appreciation Zones provide
interactive opportunities for appreciation and
interpretation and may accommodate active
recreational activities.
Development and repair or replacement of
essential services will be permitted. New
infrastructure development will be permitted.
Repair or removal of existing infrastructure not
related to essential services will be permitted.
Recreation infrastructure and amenities to
support passive recreation and appropriate active
recreation opportunities may be permitted.
Temporary facilities for research may be
permitted.

See Development – Access Zone

Cultural Heritage

Cultural Heritage Zones include
significant archaeological or
historical features which require
management to ensure the longterm protection of significant
values.

Environmental restoration and
enhancement activities are
permitted provided they are
consistent with the goal and
objectives of the conservation area
and other applicable land
management policies.

Recreation infrastructure development is limited
to trails, interpretive and educational, and
additional facilities or ancillary structures such as
staging areas that are necessary to support
passive and appropriate active recreation
opportunities.

Development and repair or replacement of
essential services will be permitted.
New infrastructure development not related to
essential services may be permitted.
Repair or removal of existing infrastructure will
be permitted. Stabilization, restoration, or
dismantling of historical features is also
permitted.
Temporary facilities for research may be
permitted.
Development Zones provide the main
access to the park or open space, and
facilities and services to support the
recreational activities available. This
type of zone may allow for the
development of visitor and park
facilities.

Development may include roads, parking lots
and gates, beaches, picnic areas, campgrounds
and commercial service facilities, and
orientation, interpretive, educational, research
and maintenance facilities.
Development of facilities must be designed
and undertaken in a way that will minimize
their environmental and visual impact.

This zone should have minimal
negative impact on natural
heritage features and cultural
heritage features, the natural
landscape or watersheds.
Development Zones are not
permitted in Nature Reserve class
parks.

Development

Resource Management Zones include
certain public lands that are managed
primarily to provide resource-related
benefits such as forest products, fish
and wildlife, or flood control.

Resource
Management

A Development Zone is usually
oriented to the provision of
recreational opportunities that are
suited to the natural character of
the particular park or open space
and are conducted in an
environmentally sustainable
manner.

Previous disturbed sites (e.g.
abandoned quarries, old fields) where
active measures are being taken to reestablish natural vegetation should also
be considered for this type of zoning.
This type of zone may include land that
has traditionally been managed under
long-term resource agreements (e.g.
forest management agreements or
agricultural leases).

Resource Management Zones are
sustainably managed by many
diverse values, such as wildlife
fisheries, forestry and outdoor
recreation. Such zones may be
places for experimenting with
alternative resource management
practises and developing a better
understanding of ecosystem
structures and functions in a
scientifically sound manner. This
zone should demonstrate
exemplary conservation and
stewardship.
Resource Management Zones
should not be established in
Nature Reserve parks, provincial
parks or in life science ANSI’s
except as noted in section 3.1.5 of
the NEP.

Areas that serve as public staging
areas and provide facilities such as
roads and parking lots, gatehouses.

Access Development Zones may
provide orientation, education and
general maintenance facilities (e.g.
garbage removal). Visitor flow will
be directed to specific staging
areas.

Development:
Operational

Areas and features that serve
conservation area operations. This
may include workshops, out
buildings and parking lots that are
not open to the public.

Operational Development Zones
serve CVC staff and operations;
visitors are not generally
permitted to these areas.

Development:
Recreation

Areas designated to provide
facilities for recreation purposes.
This may include large, publicly
accessible buildings and other
infrastructure necessary for active
recreation opportunities, for
example splash pads, day-use areas
or high-intensity camping areas.

Recreation Development Zones
facilitate active recreation
opportunities and are areas where
visitors tend to congregate to
participate or observe an activity.

Special Management Zones are
applied to a specific large scale
project or area that falls outside of
the scope of the other zones. These
projects are most likely resource
management or restoration
projects, or areas that denote
special management agreements.
They may include any area that
requires its own specific stipulations
and regulations.

Specific restoration and resource
management activities will be
described for each individual
Special Management Zone

Development:
Access

Resource Management Zones may be used to
demonstrate ecologically sustainable resource
management practises.
Establishing permanent research plots for
monitoring purposes (e.g. permanent sample
plots for growth and yield studies) is
encouraged in these zones.
Water may be controlled for purposes related
to flood protection, watershed management or
municipal water supply.
The recreation uses of Resource Management
Zones are subject to park management
planning.

Special
Management

Both essential and non-essential infrastructure
development is permitted, including, but not
limited to: roads; parking lots; service facilities
including outfitting areas for recreation activities
and interpretive/educational facilities; visitor
amenities; conservation area management
facilities; storage facilities; washrooms; and,
essential services.
Environmental restoration and enhancement
activities are permitted provided they are
consistent with the goal and objectives of the
conservation area and appropriate for the zone.

These zones are generally not focused on
providing a specific visitor experience; however
they may provide opportunities for passive
recreation, education or interpretation.
Development requirements and permitted
activities will be described for each individual
Special Management Zone

Appendix G: Zoning Framework for CVC Conservation Areas
Credit Valley Conservation (CVC) owns almost sixty properties within the Credit River watershed. These
natural spaces support a variety of benefits to local communities, the public and visitors. CVC’s
conservation areas contribute to the natural environment on a number of scales, from providing habitat
for native species to contributing to the healthy functioning of the region through the provision of
ecological goods and services such as climate regulation and sustaining clean water. CVC’s conservation
areas also provide opportunities for outdoor appreciation and recreation opportunities which are widely
acknowledged to contribute to personal well-being and an improved quality of life. From an economic
perspective, natural areas also contribute to increased property values and local tourism, as well as nonmarket benefits such as societal satisfaction in knowing that natural areas will exist for future
generations. A comprehensive management approach to CVC’s conservation areas system is essential
for ensuring that these special areas continue to protect natural features and functions and provide
opportunities for appreciation and sustainable outdoor recreation.
The development and management of CVC’s conservation areas are guided by individual management
plans for each property. As a holistic decision making process, management planning balances a
science-based approach with a community-driven approach. It is designed to engage municipal and
provincial agencies, partner groups and the public in determining the priorities and future management
of a conservation area. This transparent process ensures that recommendations are founded on the
best science available and that those individuals and groups that have a vested interest in the property
can contribute their thoughts and values to the development of management goals.
A key component of the management planning process is
determining the classification and zoning for each property.
The classification is determined during the management
planning process and sets the general direction for property
management. Zoning organizes the conservation area into
geographic units that have similar management philosophies.
Zoning ensures that management policies are customized to
reflect the significant natural, cultural and recreational
resources within an individual property while also providing a
consistent approach for management across the conservation
area system.

“Within the context of a park’s
classification, zoning is essential to its
orderly and effective management. A
park’s land and water resources are
allocated on the basis of their
significance for protection and potential
for recreation.”
- Ontario Provincial Parks – Planning
and Management Policies (1992,
updated 2009)

Decisions regarding the zoning of conservation areas, and thus their future management, require
detailed inventories focused on the natural, cultural and social environment of each individual property.
Zoning decisions are developed based on several factors (Figure 1):
• Conservation area classification, vision, goals and objectives
• Significant natural and cultural features
• Existing and future visitor needs
• Restoration and resource management opportunities
• Existing management agreements

Figure 1: Factors and Contexts that Inform Zoning Decisions

Input and feedback from CVC’s partner agencies, stakeholders and the public are considered throughout
the management planning process. This information contributes to the identification of strengths,
weakness, opportunities and threats that exist for a conservation area and provides context on how to
manage a combination of values and objectives for a property.
Conservation area zoning supports the implementation of an approved management plan by providing a
framework which organizes site specific objectives and focuses the application of policies, programs and
activities. Conservation area zoning supports the development of a transparent management plan that
provides agency partners, stakeholders, the public and CVC with confidence that conservation areas will
be planned for and managed in an appropriate and responsible manner.

ZONING DEFINITIONS, ATTRIBUTES AND REGULATIONS
Nature Reserve Zone:
Zones designated to contain relatively undisturbed natural features which are at a minimum considered
to be locally or regionally significant or are sites containing sensitive natural features that contribute to
maintaining a healthy ecosystem. These zones only permit use that is non-intensive and compatible with
the natural values and functions of the feature or resource. Management activities are limited to those
that ensure the long range protection of natural values.
Development Regulations: Development and repair or replacement of essential services
will be permitted. New infrastructure development not related to essential services is not
permitted; however, repair or removal of existing infrastructure will be permitted.
Recreation infrastructure is limited to environmentally appropriate trails and facilities
necessary for passive recreation. Temporary facilities for research may be permitted.
Restoration and Resource Management: Environmental restoration and enhancement
activities are permitted provided they are consistent with the goal and objectives of the
conservation area and other applicable land management policies.
Visitor Experience: Visitor activities are limited to passive recreation opportunities. The
visitor experience will be directed toward the perception of solitude and immersion within a
natural landscape.
Natural Heritage Appreciation Zone:
Zones designated to include aesthetic natural landscapes and representative natural features for the
region. A minimum of development is permitted to support environmentally based recreational activities
that are keeping with the natural character of the site. Resource Management is permitted to the extent
that it rehabilitates sites impacted by human activity, enhances the natural character of the landscape
and does not interfere with other permitted uses.
Development: Development and repair or replacement of essential services will be
permitted. New infrastructure development will be permitted. Repair or removal of existing
infrastructure not related to essential services will be permitted. Recreation infrastructure
and amenities to support passive recreation and appropriate active recreation opportunities
may be permitted. Temporary facilities for research may be permitted.
Restoration and Resource Management: Environmental restoration and enhancement
activities are permitted provided they are consistent with the goal and objectives of the
conservation area and other applicable land management policies.
Visitor Experience: The visitor experience will vary depending on the characteristics and
theme of the conservation area, but Natural Heritage Appreciation Zones provide
interactive opportunities for appreciation and interpretation and may accommodate active
recreational activities.

Cultural Heritage Zone:
Zones designated to include significant archaeological or historical features which require management
to ensure the long-term protection of significant values.
Development Regulations: Development and repair or replacement of essential services
will be permitted. New infrastructure development not related to essential services may be
permitted. Repair or removal of existing infrastructure will be permitted. Stabilization,
restoration, or dismantling of historical features is also permitted.
Recreation infrastructure development is limited to trails with associated signage,
interpretive and educational facilities including signage and displays, and additional facilities
or ancillary structures such as staging areas that are necessary to support passive and
appropriate active recreation opportunities. Temporary facilities for research may be
permitted.
Restoration and Resource Management: Environmental restoration and enhancement
activities are permitted provided they are consistent with the goal and objectives of the
conservation area and other applicable land management policies.
Visitor Experience: Visitor experience will focus on opportunities to appreciate and
interpret cultural heritage features within the zone as well as the surrounding natural
landscape.
Development Zone:
Zones designated to provide access, orientation and operation facilities that support appreciation,
recreation and resource management activities of the conservation area. Development zones are
separated into three main, broad categories:
•
•
•

Access: Areas that serve as public staging areas and provide facilities such as roads and
parking lots, gatehouses.
Operational: Areas and features that serve conservation area operations. This may
include workshops, out buildings and parking lots that are not open to the public.
Recreation: Areas designated to provide facilities for recreation purposes. This may
include large, publicly accessible buildings and other infrastructure necessary for active
recreation opportunities, for example splash pads, day-use areas or high-intensity camping
areas.
Development Regulations: Both essential and non-essential infrastructure development is
permitted, including, but not limited to: roads; parking lots; service facilities including
outfitting areas for recreation activities and interpretive/educational facilities; visitor
amenities; conservation area management facilities; storage facilities; washrooms; and,
essential services.
Restoration and Resource Management: Environmental restoration and enhancement
activities are permitted provided they are consistent with the goal and objectives of the
conservation area and appropriate for the zone.

Visitor Experience:
o Access: Access Development Zones may provide orientation, education and
general maintenance facilities (e.g. garbage removal). Visitor flow will be directed
to specific staging areas.
o Operational: Operational Development Zones serve CVC staff and operations;
visitors are not generally permitted to these areas.
o Recreation:
Recreation Development Zones facilitate active recreation
opportunities and are areas where visitors tend to congregate to participate or
observe an activity. Depending on the facilities, visitors may experience
interactive education and interpretive opportunities or participate in a specific
leisure activity, sport or game.
Special Management Zone:
Special Management Zones are applied to a specific large scale project or area that falls outside of the
scope of the other zones. These projects are most likely resource management or restoration projects, or
areas that denote special management agreements. They may include any area that requires its own
specific stipulations and regulations.
Development Regulations: Development requirements and permitted activities will be
described for each individual Special Management Zone
Restoration and Resource Management: Specific activities will be described for each
individual Special Management Zone
Visitor Experience: These zones are generally not focused on providing a specific visitor
experience; however they may provide opportunities for passive recreation, education or
interpretation.
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Appendix H: Changes to Management Plan Guiding Statements
4.0. MANAGEMENT PLAN GUIDING STATEMENTS

Guiding statements represent the intended outcomes for the actions identified under the Management
Plan. The guiding statements highlight management priorities and key areas of opportunity for a
property. Site significance and connectivity with the broader conservation areas system are conveyed
through the guiding statements and should be used to direct future programming and implementation
planning. The guiding statements for the Belfountain Complex Management Plan are listed below. They
include the Vision, Goal and Objectives.
Vision:
Aspirational in nature, the vision statement highlights the key themes of a Conservation Area and sets
the tone for long range planning and strategic directives.
The proposed vision statement for the Belfountain Complex Management Plan is as follows:
To protect and enhance the unique fusion of natural and cultural heritage and
to celebrate itthe Complex as an iconic destination for traditional park
experiences on the Niagara Escarpment.
Goal:
The goal statement of a Management Plan is developed in order to advance us towards achieving our
higher purpose.
The proposed goal for the Belfountain Complex Management Plan is as follows:
To protect and enhance the significant natural and cultural heritage features
and functions of the Belfountain Complex, while providing opportunities for
high quality, environmentally sustainable appreciation and recreation
opportunities.
Objectives:
Objectives represent the results that the decisions made through the management planning process will
achieve. Six (6) objectives have been identified for the Belfountain Complex Management Plan. They
are as follows:
1. Conserve Protect and Enhance the Ecological Diversity and the Unique Natural Heritage Features
and Functions of the Belfountain Complex
2. Conserve and Enhance the Unique Cultural Heritage Attributes of the Belfountain Complex
3. Promote the Unique Identity of the Belfountain Complex and its Connection to the Belfountain
Hamlet
4. Develop Viable Solutions for Sustainable Conservation Area Operations

5. Provide Sustainable Recreation Opportunities
6.

Provide Site Accessibility through Universal and Barrier Free Design, Affordability and MultiLingual Communications

Section 4.1 of this report holds further discussion on the Objectives of the Belfountain Complex
Management Plan. Background data related to objective setting is also referenced in Appendix 5.

4.1. OBJECTIVES
The Objectives for the Belfountain Complex Management Plan were developed through data coding,
theming and synthesis from the works completed with the Management Plan Committees.
Based on data from the brainstorming sessions, visioning and identification of challenges and solutions a
series of five (5) key themes for objective setting became evident. The themes related to:
o
o
o
o
o

Natural Heritage
Cultural Heritage
Operations
Destination
Visitor Experience

Under these themes, a set of 15 preliminary objectives and over 100 associated Actions were identified
for further comment in order to establish areas of high consensus and priority for the Belfountain
Complex Management Plan.
Consultation under this portion of the Strategic Directives phase resulted in the preliminary 15
objectives being pared down to six (6) Objectives with associated Outcomes and Directives for
implementation and evaluation. The selected Objectives, Outcomes and Directives are presented
below.
To understand the Objectives portion of the Guiding Principles, the Objectives should be considered as
the high order results that we are trying to achieve through Management Plan implementation. A series
of Outcomes has been established for each Objective. The Outcomes equate to the expectations and
impacts that have been set for each Objective. Finally, under each Objective and associated Outcome a
set of Strategic Directives has been established. The Strategic Directives represent how we hope to
accomplish each Outcome under the Belfountain Complex Management Plan. The Strategic Directives
are tied to Policy, Programming or Design considerations and it is through the Directives that we can
measure and evaluate Management Plan success (please see Appendix 5c). It is expected that each
Directive will be further refined under the next stage of Strategic Directives in order to set out tangible
and targeted implementation and design items.
The proposed Objectives with associated Outcomes and Directives are as follows:

Objective 1
ProtectConserve and Enhance the Ecological Diversity and the Unique Natural Heritage Features and
Functions of the Belfountain Complex
Outcome

Strategic Directives

Significant natural features and
functions of the Complex are
protected to remain viable for future
generations.

• Habitat for Species at Risk, Significant Wildlife Habitat, Rare Communities and Sensitive
Features are protected as the highest order priority in the Natural Heritage Conservation
and Nature Reserve Zones.
• Natural cover is maintained and, if feasible, improved upon.
• Natural stream function is promoted and fish habitat is protected and enhanced.

As much as possible, impacts to
natural features will be avoided or
minimized. Important natural
features affected by development
are recognized through effective site
design and compensation plans.

• Development will occur, as much as possible, away from ecologically sensitive areas.
Instead dDevelopment will be focused to the Development (Access and Recreation) and
Cultural Heritage Zones.
• Development will utilize existing footprints, where possible before, considering options for
expansion or development into new areas.
• Tree Vegetation removal will be minimal. Where removal is necessary, compensation
planting will be required.
• Buffers around sensitive ecological features are maintained, and as necessary developed.
feasible established
• Develop an Implementation Plan for managing non-native invasive species, including
Emerald Ash Borer.
• Restore degraded natural areas, including specific site designs for:
o
Christie Parcel (Belfountain Conservation Area)
o
Cox Property
o
McCurdy Parcel (Belfountain Conservation Area)
Access Points along the West Credit River
o
• Mitigate impacts from human activities, such as past land use and visitor activity.
• Implement recommendations from Programs designed to inventory, monitor and assess
site conditions.
• Integrate policies under of the Credit River Watersheds Natural Heritage System, and
similar strategic documents.

Restoration initiatives enhance and
protectprotect and enhance
significant and sensitive ecosystems
stream, wetland and terrestrial
systems across the Complex.

Adaptive site management is utilized
to ensure implementation of the best
natural resource management
practices and standards.

Objective 2
Conserve and Enhance the Unique Cultural Heritage Attributes of the Belfountain Complex
Outcome
Cultural hHeritage fFeatures are
maintained and to function as a focal
point for visitor interest on the
property.

Strategic Directives
•
•

Develop a Cultural Heritage Conservation Plan and Monitoring Schedule for cultural
features.
Mitigate the impacts of visitor activities on cultural heritage attributes (through
education, policy and enforcement, if necessary)..

Site dDesign and pProgramming
reflects the heritage of Belfountain
Conservation Area as an Early 20th
Century Park.

•

Infrastructure within the day-use area is appropriately designed with accurate historic
reference. Examples of infrastructure projects which should include the Early 20th
Century Park theme in their design include:
o Any buildings onsiteRedesign of Operations Workshop
o Visitor Centre
o Enclosed Picnic Shelter
o Terrace Enhancement
o Bridge Upgrade in lower picnic area
o Picnic Sites and Amenities
o Gardens and Landscaping
o Property Access and Gatehouse
• Maintain aesthetics and historic viewscapes so as not to cause visual distraction or
cluttering by sign placement, equipment storage, or infrastructure development.

Objective 3
Promote the Unique Identity of the Belfountain Complex and its Connection to the Belfountain Hamlet
Outcome

Strategic Directives

Belfountain Conservation Area is
promoted as a desirable Destination
within Caledon for families and all
visitors.

• Develop strategic, mutually beneficial partnerships to promote the Belfountain Complex
as part of a larger tourism experience within the Caledon Area and as a unique
dDestination in Ontario.
• Develop strategic, mutually beneficial partnerships to support marketing, events and
program development.
• Develop a Marketing Strategy that addresses how the Complex should be marketed and at
what scale.
• Celebrate the Belfountain Complex as a unique park within Niagara Escarpment Parks and
Open Spaces System (NEPOSS) and the Niagara Escarpment UNESCO World Biosphere
Reserve, and dDesignate Belfountain Conservation Area as a Nodal Park under the Niagara
Escarpment Parks and Open Spaces Systemwithin NEPOSS.
• Recognize Belfountain Conservation Area as a Visitor Destination within the Caledon
Tourism Strategy.
• Designate Route Options and Linkages for the Credit Valley Trail through the Belfountain
Complex.
• Recognize Belfountain Conservation Area as an important natural area and outdoor
recreation facility within Official Plans.
• Identify and create programming and design options to strengthen the physical linkages
between the Belfountain Complex, Belfountain Hamlet and the surrounding landscape.
Considerations can be made through:
o walking tours and interpretive trails,
o sign design and logos, and
o cross promotion.
• Develop a “Friends of Belfountain Conservation Area” group that works in partnership
with local residents to scope and organize events and promotions, resolve property
management concerns, consult upon site designs, and fundraise for continued operations.
• Identify and promote opportunities for outreach with the local community, including
Neighbourhood Events, Stewardship Days and Resident Passes or Rates.
• Large-scale events and undertakings should be evaluated under an impact assessment to
determine any noise or traffic concerns and identify mitigation measures.

The significance and unique identity
of the Belfountain Complex is
recognized within relevant Policies
and Strategies made by Member
Municipalities and Provincial
Agencies.

Relationships with the Belfountain
Hamlet, its Rural Character,
Community and Heritage are
Cultivated and Nurtured.

Infrastructure enhancements denote
Belfountain Conservation Area as a
special and unique place for outdoor
recreation, nature appreciation and
heritage celebrations.

• Establish site design and features to promote Belfountain Conservation Area as a Nodal
Park within the Niagara Escarpment Plan and Escarpment Staging Area.
• Establish a Visitor Welcome Centre.
• Enhance picnic facilities and services.
• Upgrade trail infrastructure and design.
• Install interpretive and commemorative signage.
• Develop Programming to recognize the unique heritage and natural features of the
Complex.
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Develop Viable Solutions for Sustainable Conservation Area Operations
Outcome
Conservation Area grounds and
facilities are safe and secure by
implementing a diligent Risk
Management Program.

Conservation Area operations are
financed through secure, sustainable
and innovative means.
Improved Visitor Capacity and Flow.

Strategic Directives
• Land Care needs are inventoried, monitored, assessed and scheduled for repair in a timely
and routine manner.
• Vandal-proof design is integrated into site plans and building materials.
• Work with local residents, Community Watch and OPP to monitor and deter vandalism
and after-hours use.
• Property Enforcement is conducted in a routine manner, with infractions handled as a
matter of priority.
• Boundary Line Encroachments are dealt with as a matter of priority under CVC's
Enforcement Program.
• Remove Cox Cottage and Restore Site.
• Conduct adequate patrols of Cox Property
• Willoughby Driveway is zoned as Special Management Zone to denote terms of Easement
Agreement.
• Dam Safety Assessments and Action Plans are developed and managed in a routine and
timely fashion.
• Create an Endowment Fund that will be accessible for major maintenance and long term
land care needs.
• Incorporate multifunctional facilities that accommodate mixed uses and enhanced
programming opportunities.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
Improved Facilities for Day-Use Area
and Activities.

Improved Facilities for Essential
Services.

•
•
•
•
•

Encourage visitation during off-peak periods by:
o developing incentives and programming to boost weekday visitation,
o developing winter programming options,
o developing shoulder season incentives.
Work with Town of Caledon and Region of Peel to alleviate traffic congestion and pressure
during peak seasons across the Belfountain Area. Options include may include off-site
parking, shuttle services, seasonal price structure and indicator signage along HWY 10.
Upgrade parking facilities within Belfountain Conservation Area by re-aligning the site
design and increasing capacity in order to make more effective use of space.
Include option for bus parking and a bus turn-around zone in concept plan designs.
Manage visitor capacity within the day-use area by upgrading and delineating picnic sites
and facilities.
Manage visitor distribution throughout the Complex by providing useable way-finding
signage and site infrastructure that directs and manages visitor movement.
Limit vehicle traffic to the Development Zone.
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Improve picnic facilities through space delineation, reservation system efficiencies,
opportunities to accommodate varying group sizes, sheltered accommodation, design and
beautification.
Maintenance road will remain open for operational and emergency purposes.
Improve essential services at pumphouse to better meet user needs and operational
function.
Concrete bridge requires upgrades to meet safety requirements. Re-design of new bridge

Improved Facilities and Capacity for
Special Events.

Environmental Best Practices are
Integrated through Site Design and
Development Updates.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

should be tied to 'Mack's Park' theme, and may also consider options for pedestrian only,
vehicular access requirements and/or glass bottom designs.
Improved facilities and services to promote green weddings.
All development designs should include multi-functional space as a priority.
Repair the Terrace to meet safety standards, while also enhancing the usability and
beautification of the site.
Electrical servicing provided to upper and lower picnic areas and terrace.
Gardens are planted with native species and promote natural function.
Green building design principles are incorporated into infrastructure, landscaping and
development projects. Options include:
o Low Impact Development,
o Compost and Recycling facilities,
o Water Recycling facilities,
o Green Power generation,
o Green Roofs,
o Demonstration Gardens,
o Snow Removal and Salting Plans.
Purchases are made using Environmentally Responsible products, services and companies.

Objective 5
Provide Sustainable Recreation Opportunities
Outcome
Visitors enjoy traditional park leisure
pursuits that are engaging to a range
of ages and interests.

Conservation Area trails follow
sustainable trail building principles
and best practices.

Visitors of varied ages and interests
experience meaningful opportunities
for Natural Heritage Appreciation.

Strategic Directives
• Current recreation offerings of picnicking, hiking, fishing and nature viewing are
maintained and enhanced.
• Options for a River Exploration Area are further considered and include river access areas,
boulder placement and interpretive information.
• Identify increased and/or enhanced opportunities for scenic vistas to be experienced by
the public.
• Implement best practices regarding sustainable trail development and landscape design.
• Develop a Trail Plan that identifies where trails will be re-routed, upgraded and closed.
• Develop a Trail Plan that identifies trail surface materials, signage needs and locations,
and designates rest areas, staging areas and landscaping features.
• Consider options for re-routing and upgrading the Gorge Loop Trail to mitigate safety and
environmental concerns.
• Consider options for re-routing and upgrading the Pond Loop Trail to mitigate safety and
environmental concerns.
• Consider formalizing a trail to access features such as the Stone Cutter's Dam, Angling
Sites and Scenic vistas.
• Formalize a 'Heritage Trail' that goes through the old Cottage Site in the day-use area
(within the Cultural Heritage Zone).
• Investigate innovative design and technology options to showcase natural heritage
attributes.
• Explore opportunities to create or enhance scenic vistas.
• Facilitate sensory and experiential opportunities for visitors to enjoy the West Credit
River.
• Incorporate unique and interesting site features into Trail Maps and Kiosk Signage.
• Develop both Programmed and Self-Guided interpretive opportunities through:

•
Visitors of varied ages and interests
experience meaningful opportunities
for Cultural Heritage Appreciation.

•
•

•
•

•
•
Annual Signature Event celebrates
the unique identity of Belfountain
Conservation Area amongst CVC's
Core 10 Properties.

•
•

o Signage
o Brochures and Property Guides
o Online Mediums, Virtual Tours, Pod-Casts
o Active (staffed) Interpretation and Events
Identify strategic partnerships for both interpretive material design and program
implementation.
Investigate innovative design and technology options to showcase cultural heritage
attributes.
Develop both Programmed and Self-Guided interpretive opportunities through:
o Signage
o Brochures and Property Guides
o Online Mediums, Virtual Tours, Pod-Casts
o Active (staffed) Interpretation and Events
Incorporate unique and interesting site features into Trail Maps and Kiosk Signage.
Design a Commemorative Program to recognize important people, places and events
across the complex. Options may include:
o Signage and Site Interpretation
o Trail, Location and Structure Naming
o Plaques or 'Walk of Fame' or Timeline of Events
o Commemorative Book
Identify strategic partnerships for both interpretive material design and program delivery.
Access to cultural heritage sites and attributes is promoted through site design and
programming.
The Vision for Belfountain Conservation Area is recognized and promoted through event
design.
Event planning will include an evaluation of resource availability, operational viability,
natural heritage protection and off-season opportunities when determining event timing
and scope.

Objective 6
Provide Site Accessibility through Universal and Barrier Free Design, Affordability and Multi-Lingual
Communications
Outcome

Strategic Directives

Day-Use Area is accessible to people
of all ages, interests and abilities.

• Accessibility standards, under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, will be
integrated into the design of all new visitor amenities and materials. Examples include:
o Signage
o Brochures and Media
o Customer Service
o Program Delivery
o Site Design and Scenic Vistas
o Building Development and Enhancements
• Opportunities for an accessible (barrier-free) washroom in the lower day-use area will be
reviewed as a high priority.
• Portions of the Pond Loop Trail will be upgraded to a standard that meets the needs of
those with mobility issues. Accessibility enhancements will be completed along the Pond
Loop Trail as site terrain reasonably allows.

• Trails design and infrastructure will be incorporated, as feasible, throughout the Complex
to enhance the current state of site accessibility. Trail Enhancements may include added
rest stops, detailed signage and surface materials.
• Conservation Area fees will remain competitive, yet affordable for families and individuals.
• Marketing, Communications Materials, Media, Signage and Interpretive Programming will
be developed with consideration given towards the diversity in client languages and
communication needs.

