
We’d love to hear from you.

1-800-668-5557

stewardship@cvc.ca

cvc.ca/countrysidestewardship

connect with us
At Credit Valley Conservation we 
create connections between 
people and nature, knowledge and 
action. We lead the protection, 
restoration and enhancement of 
our local natural environment, and 
we inspire a deep appreciation 
for the role of nature in keeping us 
connected, healthy and happy.

Since 1999, Credit Valley Conservation 
has collected data on water quality 
and quantity, and  
forest, river and wetland species. 
We've used this data to track climate 
change. 

Here are three trends we’ve 
observed, what they mean 
and what we can do.

1. Flood risk in our region is increasing 
due to summer thunderstorms 
producing extreme rain in short 
periods. The storms form quickly 
making them difficult to forecast 
and provide warning. The effects are 
worse in built-up urban areas where 
rain water runs off pavement into 
storm sewers.

Be prepared: Our homes are at 
higher risk of flooding. Protect  
your property by assessing and 
addressing flood-prone areas. Make 

sure water is directed away from 
buildings and your sump pump is 
working. Keep downspouts and 
eavestroughs clear.

2. We’ve observed warmer stream 
temperatures due to warming air 
temperatures. Warm water holds less 
oxygen affecting aquatic creatures 
that need oxygen to live. Continued 
warming will reduce and isolate 
habitat for coldwater fish species like 
Brook Trout.

Plant trees: Losing coldwater fish 
will reduce biodiversity in our lakes 
and rivers. It also means we go home 
more often with empty coolers after 
fishing trips. Plant trees to shade 
and cool streams and ponds. Roots 
also prevent bank erosion, reducing 
sediment in the water. 

3. Southern bird species like the Red 
Bellied Woodpecker, seen only  
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occasionally ten years ago, are  
now common in our watershed.  
Birds move easily allowing  
them to respond quickly to our  
shifting climate.

Observe and share: New bird  
species in the watershed affect local 
bird populations. They can disrupt 
inter-species relationships, like those 
between predators and prey. Record 
your observations using apps like 
iNaturalist. Your data  
helps scientists understand  
changes and determine the best 
conservation response.

The science and signs around us are 
clear. Now is the time to take action 
on climate change.

Climate Change                                                                                 

              Not something in the future. It’s already here.  

The changing 
farmscape 
of the 
Credit River 
Watershed
You can get a snapshot of the 
changing farmscape in our 2019 
Statistical Profile of Agriculture 
in the Credit River Watershed. 
The report provides insight into 
opportunities and challenges 
facing land and water  
stewardship in our watershed.

Farmland accounts for 
nearly a third of the 
land in the Credit River 
Watershed. 

While the amount of active 
farmland is stable, there are 
fewer farmers managing it. 

The number of farms has  
decreased by 17 per cent since 
2001. Those that remain have 
expanded their operations, 
relying on rented land to do so.  
It’s estimated that over half the  
farmland in the watershed is 
now owned by a non-farmer. 
This can influence how these 
lands are managed.  

farm gate

The dairy and livestock sectors have 
declined significantly as farmers 
turn to crop production. Hay  
production and pastureland have 
consequently declined, while grain 
and oilseed crops like corn and 
soybean have increased. 

The number of farmers  
implementing best management 
practices such as no-till  
planting and cover cropping has 
steadily increased. This is good 

news because these practices 
improve soil and crop health and 
enhance water quality - which 
benefits us all.

Understanding our changing 
landscape helps us discover 
new opportunities for  
conservation. For a full picture 
of agriculture in the watershed, 
read the entire 2019 Statistical 
Profile report at  
cvc.ca/agstatistics



Did you know?  
 
The above-ground parts 
of fungi, like mushrooms, 
represent only a tiny fraction 
of the entire fungal organism.  
Fungi have an extensive 
underground network of 
threadlike fibres called 
hyphae.  Hyphae feed on 
dead organic matter such as 
needles and leaves, breaking 
it down, returning nutrients 
back to the soil.  

Caring for Your 
Land and Water 
Workshop
Create a plan for your 
property with help from CVC’s 
stewardship specialists. Learn 
about attracting wildlife, 
protecting your well, healthy 
habitats and funds to start your 
project.

Saturday Oct. 19 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Warwick Conservation Centre 
15526 Heart Lake Road, 
Caledon

Free 

Register: cvc.ca/events

Raise a forest for the future and enhance the 
natural beauty of your property.

Receive a subsidized rate of 50 to 85 per cent when you plant with us. 
Custom planting plans, delivery and planting included. 
 
Book your fall or spring planting today.  
416-449-2743  
cvc.ca/treeplanting

Property size and minimum order conditions apply.

Plant a living legacy

our watershed creates a distinct 
sense of place. As we portray  
and experience our landscapes 
through art, we’re connected  
to past generations and build our 
cultural identity.

Climate change, degraded and lost 
natural areas and spreading invasive 
species threaten the ecosystems 
that create these inspiring places.  
As the aesthetics of our  
landscape change, how will the art 
representing them also change? 
Will we reminisce about the scenery 
of old, of dramatic fall colours and 
sparkling creeks? 

To preserve our iconic, loved 
landscapes, we must take action to 
protect and conserve our natural 
and cultural heritage. 

The next time you plant a native tree, 
remove an invasive plant or protect 
your forest, you're not only restoring 
nature but preserving what inspires 
our hearts and minds.

Iconic is the best way to describe 
the cherished fall colours of the 
Credit River Watershed. 

The scenic rolling hills and winding 
roads have drawn people from 
across Ontario for generations. 
Around the late 1950s, The Toronto 
Telegram newspaper started 
publishing a tour route for eager 
tourists from the "Big Smoke." 

Today, droves of  
tourists still come to  
enjoy the beauty of the 
changing leaves. 

The brilliant scenery of the Credit 
River’s headwaters has not only 
attracted tourists, but inspired many 
artists including well-known names 
like Tom Thomson and A.J. Casson. 
Today, the headwaters are home 
to galleries and local artists who 
continue to find inspiration in the 
sloping hills and forests along the 
rambling river. 

The unique interplay between 
forests, land and water in  

When someone says they’re a 
forester, the first image that often 
comes to mind is a plaid-clad, 
chainsaw-wielding logger. Though 
they do sometimes wear plaid, 
professional foresters are  
responsible for more than cutting 
down trees. They help manage the 
health of Ontario’s forests. 

Registered Professional Foresters 
(RPFs) are licensed through the 
Ontario Professional Foresters 
Association and hold applicable 
degrees from recognized 
universities. Only RPFs are legally 
able to practice professional forestry 
in Ontario. 

RPFs plan, implement and evaluate 
all activities related to sustainable 
forest management. This includes 

As we alter our environment, how 
will our cultural heritage change?

Artful Nature Aaron Day, Senior Coordinator, 
Forest Management   

What do professional 
foresters do?  

from the expert

planting trees, classifying forests, 
harvesting forest products and 
improving forest health. 

When they’re planning management 
activities, foresters consider  
more than just trees. They also 
consider wildlife and water courses 
to ensure all activities support a 
healthy ecosystem.

At CVC, we’re preparing 
a Sustainable Forest 
Management Plan to guide 
forest management on 
CVC-owned lands. 
Our long-term goal is to ensure CVC 
forests are sustainable, healthy and 
resilient. We want to make sure they 
continue to thrive and we continue 
to enjoy their many benefits.
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